


_ NAZI INTERNATIONAL © 
PLAN CARNIVAL MASSACRE 
AND 





THE MEN WHO GET THE GUNS 
AND HIDE THE KILLERS 


BRITISH NAZIS PLAN 


CARNIVAL MASSACRE 





IT HAS BEEN clear for some 
time that British Nazis are up to 
their necks in co-operating with 
groups and individuals responsi- 
ble for the spate of terrorist 
outrages which have rocked 
Europe since late 1980. Recent 
investigations by Searchlight and 
Granada’s World in Action team 
have established beyond any 
doubt: 

@that British Nazis are pro- 
viding safehouses for wanted 
fascist killers; 

®that members of the Far Right 
in this country are heavily in- 
volved in the manufacture and 
trafficking of guns and ammuni- 
tion; 

®most frightening of all, that 
British Nazis have _ well- 
advanced plans to commit a 
major terrorist outrage at this 
year’s Notting Hill Carnival 
which is intended to leave hun- 
dreds dead. 


In Granada’s World in Action special in- 
vestigation into the Euro-Nazi terror net- 
work broadcast on 6 July, Willi Kraus, a 
young German Nazi wanted by police in the 
Federal Republic, revealed that he had been 
smuggled into Britain with the help of 
“Brown Aid’’, a network set up on the lines 
of the ODESSA which carried wanted Nazi 
war criminals to safety in the wake of 
Hitler’s defeat. The British end of the net- 
work involves the League of St. George 
which has already been exposed in Sear- 
chlight and on television as one of the key 
elements in the New European Order — the 
modern Nazi International. 
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Anthony Hancock with house guest, French 
Nazi activist Alex Ormouve, right. 
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Irish Nazi terrorist Steven Brady with fellow 
conspirator Alex Ormouve, left. 








lan Souter Clarence (left) about to say a few words of sympathy over the graves of SS men 
in Belgium last year. The man with the wreath is League of St George leader, Mike Griffin. 
On the right is Roger Spinyewijn, the leader of the VMO. 


Beating the Brons Brigade 
BM routed in Oxford 


Black prisoner rushed to 
hospital 


Coventry 


International Round-Up 


CARF — Reporting racist 
murders 


Brixton round-up 


Left wing bookshop attacked 19 
Carnival Photos: Andrew Wiard (Report). 


Searchlight No. 74 


Editor: Veronica Ware 
Published by A.F. & R. 
Publications, 21 Great 
Western Buildings, 6 Livery 
Street, Birmingham 3. 

021 236 4147. 


Printed by The Russell Press Ltd., 
45 Gamble Street, 

Forest Road West, 

Nottingham. 





But Kraus is small fry compared to 
Massimo Morselli and Amedeo de Fran- 
cisci, two Italians wanted by the Italian 
police in connection with last August’s 
Bologna massacre, or Allesandro Allibran- 
di, another Italian wanted for the assassina- 
tion of an Italian magistrate. All three have 
been found safehouses in this country by 
Steve Brady of the League of St. George 
and aspirant British Movement Fiihrer Ray 
Hill. Hill was recruited to the work by his 
former Nazi friend in South Africa, Max 
Bollo, currently on trial himself in South 
Africa for terrorist activities. Bollo’s re- 
quest to British Nazis to provide safehouses 
was made prior to the Bologna bombing. It 
was UVF activist and gunrunner, Brady, 
who organised refuges for the Italian killers 
with assistance from international Nazi link 
man Alex Ormouve. 

Both Brady and Ormouve have been liv- 
ing in Brighton in properties owned by the 
notorious Nazi godfathers, Alan and An- 
thony Hancock, a father and son team who 
have been responsible for the publishing, 
printing and distribution of hard-core Nazi 
literature all over the world. 

Alex Ormouve recently returned to 
Europe to help plan further terrorist 
outrages. He is the cousin of John Ormowe 
who ten years ago infiltrated the Tory Party 
and Monday Club with the Hancocks. 
Later he was expelled from Rhodesia for his 
extreme Nazi views and activities. Back in 
Britain Ormowe has been one of the central 
organisers of the Clarendon Club and more 
recently has acted as chairman of meetings 
of historian David Irving’s embryonic 
Focus Policy Study Group. 

Also featuring centrally in the World in 
Action exposé was ‘‘Major’’ Ian Souter 
Clarence, paramilitary commander of Bri- 
tain’s Nazis for twelve years or more. 
Clarence is the senior officer in Viking 
Commando, the military wing of Column 
88. His team which he calls ‘the unit’ and 
which includes serving soldiers, has provid- 
ed muscle and protection at Clarendon 
Club meetings. 

Clarence’s activities have figured pro- 
minently in investigations by French police 
into terror attacks in France. These en- 
quiries have indicated that Clarence pro- 
vides a training facility used by a number of 
European groups including the recently 
banned Beigian VMO. He is particularly 
close to VMO leader Roger Spinyewijn. 
French police have learned that in Euro- 
pean Nazi circles Clarence’s operation is 
known as Edelweiss, taking its name from 
Hitler’s favourite flower. 

One man who has been particularly busy 
under Souter-Clarence’s command is 
former squaddie Tony Malski. After a re- 
cent robbery at a Territorial Army Ar- 
moury in his home area of Watford, 
Malski’s home was raided by Special 
Branch officers who detained a number of 
his associates under the Prevention of Ter- 
rorism Act. Malski is currently involved 
with other Nazis in a horrifying plot to br- 
ing carnage to this year’s Notting Hill Car- 
nival. 

Plans have already been laid, in co- 
operation with European Nazis including 
some involved in last Autumn’s wave of ex- 
plosions, to carry out a two-pronged attack 


] 


Top left: Willi Kraus, German fascist smuggled into Britain through “Brown Aid” net- 


work, now working in a Wimpy Bar. Top right: Amedeo de Francisci and bottom left: 
Massimo Morsello, both wanted by Italian police in connection with the Bologna 
massacre. Bottom right: Allesandro Allibrandi, wanted for assassination of Italian judge. 


All three Italians were found refuge in this country by Steve Brady and Ray Hill. 








on the Carnival later this month. Initially a 
car or suitcase bomb will be planted. In the 
mayhem which would follow the explosion, 
snipers are to open fire from vantage points 
in two properties which have already been 
obtained and secured. Their targets would 
be both police and black people, and the in- 


tention is to spark off a bitter confrontation 
between the two. 

Searchlight has received firm information 
that the explosives are already in this coun- 
try and are ready for use. 

World in Action’s infiltration of the Nazi 
gun-running network brought to the fore 





GUNS TO THE RIGHT 


ON Monday July 6, Granada’s World in Action hit the TV screens with a film on how 
British Nazis are trading in arms and providing a network of safehouses for Nazi 
criminals, including murderers from all over the world. The investigation was the result 
of nine months intensive research. This had included the introduction of an American. 
undercover agent posing as a would-be purchaser of sophisticated modern w eapons. His 
entry into the sinister world of clandestine Nazi arms deals was achieved because British 
Nazis have for some months been desperately trying to find a means of jamming televi- 


sion programmes in this country, and interrupting them with racist propaganda. The 
American dealt with several leading Nazis during his negotiations, including Column 88 
leader, Lutz Vaughan, NFCM Excecutive member, Jimmy Styles, and Leicester lawyer 
and leader of the British Democratic Party, Anthony Reed-Herbert. All of them played 
a role in offering to procure the arms. 

Despite conclusive evidence being placed in the hands of Special Branch officers both 


in Scotland Yard and in Leicester, as we go to press, six days after the programme was 
transmitted, not a single Nazi, trading in arms or acting as part of the set up to protect 
Nazi killers on the run, has been detained. 


three other names: Anthony Reed-Herbert, 
the Leicester solicitor and former NF Direc- 
torate officer who now heads up the British 
Democratic Party. He is also a business 
partner of Leslie Eric ‘Lutz’ Vaughan, Col- 
umn 88’s Intelligence (sic) Officer, till 
recently highly regarded in international 
Nazi circles for his professionalism. A 
former Army Intelligence officer, Vaughan 
has previously been convicted for posses- 
sion of a firearm and has been exposed for 
his attempts to organise systematic Nazi in- 
filtration of the Territorial Army. The third 
man is East End petty hoodlum Jimmy 
Styles (a.k.a. James Wells), a former finan- 
cial backer of the NF and NFCM and one 
of the men who put up the money for The 
Stormer, Bob Edwards’s Nazi comic. 
World in Action’s secret recordings showed 
Styles setting up an illicit gun deal, claiming 
that he could supply armalite rifles, and 
declaring that he couldn’t care less if they 
were used to mow down crowds of people. 

The whole vicious plot turns full circle 
when it is revealed that Steve Brady is yet 
another of Vaughan’s business associates. 
A World in Action informant disclosed that 
both Brady and Vaughan had been involved 





A bad taste in the mouth. Leslie Eric “Lutz” 
Vaughan, Column 88. ‘We've never been in- 
filtrated or penetrated” (World in Action 
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Lucy Roberts, above left. Below left: Tony Malski — behind Carnival Massacre plot. Right: 
Ray Hill, BM, seen at Diksmuide talking to Don Turner (right) the League’s International 
Liaison Officer. Turner, a regular guest at Clarendon Club dinners, was asked to give up his 


T.A. Commission last year. 


in shipping guns to outlawed Loyalist 
paramilitary groups in Northern Ireland. 

One of Vaughan’s many addresses is that 
of Hitler groupie Lucy Roberts, who has 
been an ‘honoured guest’ at reunions in 
Belgium of the barbaric Langemark Divi- 
sion of the SS. What Lucy did in the war is 
uncertain but there is no doubt that she is 
held in considerable esteem by these old 
comrades. 

Jimmy Styles’ closing remarks that the 


guns he could supply were ideal for street- 
fighting, should serve as a warning. For 
years the authorities have turned a 
deliberate blind eye to the potentially 
murderous activities of men such as Souter 
Clarence, Vaughan and Brady. In the face 
of the evidence which has now come to 
light, can Home Secretary William 
Whitelaw risk the cost in human lives which 
ignoring their activities any longer might 
bring? 





The bomb which exploded outside 
a synagogue in the Rue Copernic in 
Paris last October, killing four peo- 
ple, was laid by a group of Spanish 
Nazis, led by a man connected to 
the French Nazi group FANE. 


The identity of the group’s leader has 
been known to Searchlight for some time, 
but lack of substantiation has prevented 
publication. Recently however, full details 
of the operation have been revealed in the 
French paper Quotidien de Paris which 
names three other men, and confirms the 
information about the gang’s leader 
previously known to Searchlight. 

The men named are Ernesto Mila 
Rodriguez, Rafael Torna Ancosta, Gomez 

' Benet and Santiago Sanchez Besnat. The 
man running the operation was Mila 
Rodriguez, a young former biology student 
from Barcelona. 

Mila Rodriguez is an ex-member of the 
Spanish National Socialist Party (PENS), 
and was a close friend of murdered French 
Nazi leader Francois Duprat. After Duprat 
died in a car bomb explosion in Normandy 
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NAZIS BEHIND PARIS BOMB 


Mila became seriously disenchanted with 
“‘soft’’ fascism and began to group similar- 
ly inclined fascists into a ‘‘Adolf Hitler 
Commando’’. He has also been closely 


associated with the Spanish groups 
CEDADE and Fuerza Nueva. 

One of his closest associates was Luis 
Garcia Rodriguez, suspected of involve- 
ment with anti-Basque death squads, who 
was recently one of those held after the 
siege at the Central Bank in Barcelona. In 
fascist circles Garcia is nicknamed ‘‘the 
killer of students’’. In May 1980, Mila and 
Garcia were arrested together in possession 
of two Ingram sub-machine guns on the 
French-Spanish border. They were subse- 
quently released, it is rumoured following 
the intervention of the Spanish secret ser- 
vices. 

In Barcelona Mila is known to have been 
particularly close to international Nazi hit- 
man and organiser Stefano delle Chiaie, 
whom many believe to be a lynchpin in the 
European Nazi terrorist set-up. 

It was Mila Rodriguez and Torna An- 
costa who actually laid the bomb outside 
the Rue Copernic synagogue, with the other 
two handling the preparatory and back-up 


sides of the operation. 

As we have previously revealed in Sear- 
chlight, Mila Rodriguez has in the past been 
directly associated with both French and 
British Nazis. He was at one time a member 
of the editorial committee of FANE’s jour- 
nal Notre Europe. He was accompanied on 
the committee by Brighton-based British 
Nazi Anthony Hancock, posing under the 
psuedonym Anthony Madeira. 

Hancock, who lives in Madeira place, 
Brighton, is a very close associate of Steve 
Brady and other key figures in the British 
Nazi-terror network. 

Mila Rodriguez meanwhile has fled from 
both Spain and France where he had apart- 
ments, and is now living quietly in San- 
tiago, Chile where he has been given a post 
teaching politics. 

His escape was made easy apparently by 
the attitude of the Spanish authorities who 
had him in custody not long after the bom- 
bing. They refused to hand him over to the 
French unless certain Basque militants bas- 
ed in Southern France were deported to 
Spain. 

This was rejected by the French and Mila 
Rodriguez was allowed to go free. 


UNION JACK 
‘NOT 
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AT DIKSMUIDE 


THE annual Flemish festival at 
Diksmuide has for some years provid- 
ed an occasion for fascists from 
Europe and further afield to con- 
gregate: in 1968 the Belgian Nazi Par- 
ty, the VMO (Flemish Militant Order) 
started an alternative rally to the of- 
ficial festival, and this became, increas- 
ingly, a focal point for the Far Right 
groups in many countries. Last year’s 
meeting was the most significant so 
far, as plans were discussed in secret to 
bring in arms from USA and to in- 
crease international co-operation. 
Searchlight has, over the last twelve 
months, described the forms this co- 
operation has taken. Links between 
fascist groups in Europe and the cen- 
tral role of the British League of St. 
George in co-ordinating these links 
have been clearly illustrated; it took the 
devastating effects of the fascist bomb- 
ings at Bologna, Munich and Paris 
last year to wake people up to the reali- 
ty of neo-Nazi activity in Europe. 

Earlier this year the Belgian government, 
following the examples of the French and 
German governments, banned the VMO. 
Because of this, and the likelihood of 
another traditional fascist jamboree, securi- 
ty in the area of Diksmuide on the weekend 
of 26/27 June at this year’s festival was 
considerably tightened and there was a 
massive police (and press) presence. Many 
leading British fascists, especially from the 
League of St. George, did not even bother 
to go. Those who did attend were mainly 
young men from British movement, the Na- 
tional Front and New National Front. Co- 
operation between these formerly feuding 
groups was more noticeable than usual, 
which is not surprising in view of the recent 
moves to join forces. But it was probably 
also due to a common sense of feeling 
unwelcome. 
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This man, known as ‘Yob’, organised a beating-up of someone who objected to their Nazi 


songs on the ferry. A member of the Special Tactical Activists Group (STAG) in the NNF. 


British Nazis abroad have a_ long- 
standing reputation for getting involved in 
drunken brawls, quarrelling amongst each 
other and upsetting their foreign hosts. 
Their behaviour this year at Diksmuide was 
no exception. Many of the 200 or so who 
crossed the Channel spent at least one night 
in prison. Over twenty arrests were made on 
charges ranging from possessing knives, 
wearing Nazi uniform and theft. This was 
in spite of a polite letter from Roger 
Spinyewijn, one of the long-standing 
organisers of the annual event and West 
Flanders VMO organiser, published in the 
latest copy of League Review. Spinyewijn 
made the discreet suggestion that some 
visitors had in the past thought they were 
attending a football game between Liver- 
pool and Bruges. He asked his ‘foreign 
friends’ to ‘‘beware of drinking to excess. 
Our drinking laws are not the same as in 
your country, and as a result it is easy to 
become intoxicated’’. He also reminded 
them it was illegal to wear uniforms. 

However it seems that fighting broke out 
as soon as the British contingent set foot on 
foreign soil. A leaflet, thought to originate 


VLAANDEREN ONTWAAKT! Gedenk uw frontstrijders. 


ENGLAND REMEMBER! B. Sands, F. Hughes a.o. Irish Martyrs. 


DEUTSCHLAND ERWACHE! Denk an den Berliner Mauer. 


Méfiez-vous des nationalistes d’Etat. Respectez |’Europe des Ethnies. 





Part of the leaflet distributed in Ostend and Diksmuide. 





from Belgian fascists, was being distributed 
in Ostend which declared that the Union 
Jack did not belong at the Flemish na- 
tionalist celebration. On one side the leaflet 
said, ‘‘. . . there are several persons here 
who think neither act (sic) in the same mind 
as the Flemish Front soldiers. They are 
representing State-Nationalism, which 
means repression of people community’’. 
On the other side the message was written 
more plainly: ‘‘“ENGLAND REMEMBER 
B. Sands, F. Hughes a.o Irish Martyrs’’. 
The leaflet was also circulated in Diksmuide 
on Friday and Saturday and accounted for 
many of the bruises (and in one case stitches 
in the head) seen at the rally on Sunday 
morning. 

Apart from the sectarian fighting, the 
different drinking laws did prove, once 
again, too much for the rowdy Brits. Over 
60 of them were warned by Belgian police 
that they would not be allowed into the 
country again. This was followed by a 
massive shoplifting spree. A reporter from 
the Sun was attacked and beaten up in a bar 
in Ostend by BM members and the News of 
the World reported that Ray Hill, Leicester 
BM organiser, ordered a black couple out 
of a hotel and threatened them with 
violence. 

Apart from Hill and most of the British 
Leader Guard and Don Turner from the 
League of St. George, there were very few 
prominent members of the British fascist 
groups. It is thought that they are highly 
embarrassed by the behaviour of their com- 
patriots. But there are rumours circulating, 
and there is no reason to disbelieve the basis 
for them, that alternative meetings have 
been arranged with the same aim in mind: 
to step up co-ordinated action between in- 
ternational fascist groups. 








THE organiser of the Luton branch 
of the Social Democratic Party, 
Raymond Lescott, is a former 
member of the National Socialist 
Party, according to a letter which 
he wrote in 1963 to John Tyndall. 
In the same letter he described the 
success which he and fellow 
members had had in infiltrating 
other local political organisations. 

This discovery was made in the same 
week as SDP allegations of extremism 
levelled at the Labour Party candidate 
in the forthcoming Warrington by- 
election. 


Searchlight has already reported on the 
infiltration of the Luton branch by two 
members of the National Front Constitu- 
tional Movement, one of whom was elected 
joint branch secretary. When we contacted 
the SDP head office in London to check 
whether the two men, Harmer and 
Williams, had been expelled from the party, 
we were told to ring the Luton organiser, 
Mr Raymond Lescott. Lescott informed us 
that the infiltrators were not allowed into 
meetings and that they had requested head 
office to expel them from the party. 

We then discovered a letter written in 
1963 to John Tyndall by R.A. Lescott (Ray- 
mond) from an address still used by his 
father today. He started by saying that he 
would like to become a member of the Na- 
tional Socialist Movement and ended, ‘‘I 
have many suggestions and ideas to put for- 
ward for your movement but will not write 
them here. I would prefer to have an inter- 
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view with you in London’’. Lescott explain- 
ed that he had been leader and founder 
member of a group called the National 
Socialist Party which called itself the Com- 
monwealth Party after Colin Jordan was 
arrested. Their policy was ‘‘primarily to re- 
unite the British Empire’’ and they opposed 


‘the Common Market, Communism, 
Americanism and Negroes’’. They were 
also anti-Semitic but ‘‘felt it unwise to 
publicise this fact after the trouble it caused 
your movement’’. 

Lescott then described how they had in- 
filtrated the Young Conservatives, whose 
chairman was one of their members, and 
then the Young Liberals. He also claimed 
that the Young Communist Movement and 
the local CND were ‘‘under our influence’. 
They had then ceased to exist because they 
lacked ‘‘necessary funds’’. 

We contacted Raymond Lescott again 
and asked if he remembered writing the let- 
ter and leading the National Socialist Party. 
He professed to know nothing about it; he 
was only 18 at the time and could not 
remember as far back as that. He did not 
suggest that he joined the Nazis for a joke, 
nor that he had been an anti-fascist in- 
filtrator. He simply did not remember what 
he had been up to when he was 18 and said 
he had only ever been a member of the 
Labour Party. 

Ironically we only became suspicious of 
Lescott’s background when we spoke to 
him the first time and he gave us his unask- 
ed for views on left-wing manipulation of 
blacks, anti-white racism, left-wing pro- 
vocation at National Front marches and so 
on. This was mixed up with statements like 
“of course we believe in a fair and free 
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Letter from Raymond Lescott, Chairman of Luton SDP, to NSM in 1963. 


society irrespective of colour or creed but 

. .’ “The SDP is committed and will do 
all it can for coloured people but we have to 
try and encourage coloured people to 
understand that they are in the minority 
and that. . . it takes generations for people 
to assimilate. They should not make ac- 
cusations before events, as in Brixton’’. 

Another SDP organiser, Barrie Harwood 
in Bromley, Kent, wrote to his local paper 
expressing views similar to those of Lescott. 
He said he thought it a ‘good thing’ that 
Britain was a ‘‘multi-racial nation’’ but that 
he challenged the ‘‘right of individuals to 
come to this country and expect to carry on 
nationalistic customs totally alien to British 
culture’’. It has to be the ethnic minority 
who change their attitude and behaviour, 
according to Harwood, and not the police. 
He went on to say what he thought of the 
ethnic minority’s behaviour: ‘‘It is a fact of 
life that the youth crime rate in places like 
Brixton, particularly among coloureds, is 
higher than anywhere else in London. It is 
high time people took their heads from the 
sand and saw the vandals, thieves and mug- 
gers and pledged their support to the forces 
of law and order’’. 

Barrie Harwood, according to the same 
paper, the Beckenham and Penge Adver- 
tiser, was former chairman of the 
Beckenham Young Conservatives, now 
defunct. He has held talks with William 
Rogers, one of the SDP’s founder 
members, and he told the press that they 
wanted a ‘‘complete mix’’ of people from 
Labour, Liberal and Conservative 
strongholds. Within a month of its first 
meeting, the Bromley branch of the SDP 
had over 400 members. 
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TETHER 
TALKS TO 
BRITISH 
FASCISTS 


C. GORDON TETHER, a man well- 
known in anti-Common Market circles 
on both left and right in this country, 
was the guest speaker at the annual 
general meeting of one of Britain’s 
fascist organisations earlier this year. 
Tether, who writes a regular column 
for the neo-Nazi publication Spotlight 
in USA, was for 22 years a columnist 
for the Financial Times until he was 
fired five years ago. His booklet The 
Great Common Market Fraud has 
been widely praised in papers as diverse 
as On Target (publication of the British 
League of Rights) and Tribune, which 
has described him as a ‘‘distinguished 
financial journalist’. 

The fact that Tether agreed to address the 
British Democratic Party’s meeting does 
not come as a surprise to us. Following our 
discovery that he wrote for the racist and 
anti-Semitic Spotlight, we asked Tether 
what he thought of the regular content of 
that paper. He told us that it was not for 
him to comment on what else was in the 
paper, nor did he see why he should be 
disturbed by it. He said he had been ‘driven 
out’ of his platforms in this country and 
Spotlight had provided him with a ‘good’ 
alternative. The founder of the Spotlight is 
Willis Carto, who runs the notoriously anti- 
Semitic Liberty Lobby which backs the In- 
stitute for Historical Review (see Sear- 
chlight No. 72). Spotlight has run articles 
which call for the repatriation of British 
blacks, and endless pieces claiming that the 
murder of six million Jews was a hoax. 

As Searchlight readers will be aware, the 
British Democratic Party is one of the four 
major factions of the original National 
front which split off in January 1980 under 
the leadership of Anthony Reed-Herbert. 
Based in Leicester, the BDP is mainly active 
in the Midlands. Many of its members, in- 
cluding Reed-Herbert, have been associated 
with the Far Right in this country for years. 
They are frequently seen talking to or mar- 
ching with members from other groups, 
such as British Movement, with whom they 
have a working alliance. Reed Herbert once 
described the BDP as ‘one of the pincers of 
British Nationalism’ and said that their task 
was to pursue the ‘moderate’ and ‘accep- 
table’ approach, leaving the ‘marching, 
street-fighting’ elements to complement this 
in their own way. It is also clear that he has 
taken on the role of developing the 
ideological side of the extreme right’s activi- 
ty. He must have been pleased when Tether 
accepted his invitation. 





Steve Brady (left) and Caroline Giles (back view) at NF picket outside SWP meeting in 


Brighton. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





NF MAN HAD GUN 


A National Front member, Charles Magee, 
sprayed the walls of a man’s flat with NF 
slogans. Magee (24), of Wood Street, St Anne’s, 
admitted the damage in a “‘revenge’’ attack, and 
also possessing a gun within 5 years of leaving 
prison. Magee, who’d previously been jailed for 
making and throwing petrol bombs in Belfast, 
was sentenced to 3 months jail, and ordered to 
pay £100 compensation. 


“GAS THEM ALL”’ 


Three youths were observed walking towards 
Oldham Town Hall, earlier this year, singing: 
“Gas them all, gas them all, the Jew boys and 
niggers and all’’. The 3 were members of the neo- 
Nazi British Movement. 

Paul Holt (18), of Melbourne Avenue, Chad- 
derton, David Probert (19), of St Hilda’s Drive, 
Oldham, and Mark Walsh (18) of Belmont 
Street, Oldham, pleaded guilty to using threaten- 
ing words and behaviour likely to cause a breach 
of the peace. They were each fined £50 with £20 
costs. 


Police officers heard the 3 singing and saw 
them making Nazi salutes. When they were cau- 
tioned by the police, Holt said: ‘‘I would be all 
right if I was black’’, and later tried to make a 
run for it. In court the magistrate warned them 
to keep their political opinions to themselves. 


LEAGUE FAIL TO SHOW 


The League of St. George failed to turn up for its 
monthly meeting at Kensington library on 13 
June. Anti-fascists claimed an important victory 
in their battle to get the League banned from 
meeting in Council property. The League blamed 
“printing difficulties’? for the debacle, which, it 
said, had meant that it was unable to circularise 
its members about the meeting. 

The Anti-Nazi League, which had called a 60 
strong picket outside the library, was cautiously 
optimistic. Peter Cannell, secretary of the North 
Kensington branch of the ANL, said: ‘‘I would 
think it’s possible that they’ve been frightened 
off. They are very much a secretive organisation. 
They don’t like their activities brought into the 
light.”’ 

“‘At the moment”’, he said, ‘“‘they have no 
more bookings for the future. That’s the en- 
couraging thing.”’ 

Labour Councillor Ben Bousquet, who was at 
the picket, said: ‘“‘It was fantastic, very suc- 
cessful’. 

The policy of Kensington Council remains to 
allow the meetings of the neo-Nazi group to con- 
tinue to take place on Council property. 














TRIBUTES TO 
A LIFE OF STRUGGLE 


These tributes to Maurice Ludmer, 
founder and editor of Searchlight, 
are among those received after our 
last issue went to press. 


From Dr Jacob Gewirtz, executive 
director, Jewish defence and group 
relations committee, Board of 
Deputies 


Maurice Ludmer was a tenacious fighter 
against all forms of racism. His exposure of 
fascist activity throughout the world gave the 
magazine Searchlight a highly respected posi- 
tion in the field of investigative journalism. 
But it also made him a target for far-right ex- 
tremists and he lived in constant danger of 
physical attack. 

Never was his courage more amply 
demonstrated than in the last years of his life 
when, despite the after effects of a stroke that 
left him seriously incapacitated, he carried on 
working almost without interruption. 

His views were far to the left of my own 
and we had some differences as to the best 
ways of fighting fascism, but I never for a 
moment had cause to doubt his sincerity and 
devotion to the Jewish people. His untimely 
death is a tragic and irredeemable loss to the 
community. 


From Graeme Atkinson 


It was my great privilege to have worked with 
Maurice Ludmer during the last few years of 
his life. 

On a political level, Maurice brought an at- 
tention to detail and painstaking analysis to 





the anti-fascist struggle. It was thanks to his 
methodical and systematic work that other 
activists were provided with a constant flow 
of up-to-date information. Nearly all the 
facts that packed our Anti-Nazi League 
leaflets and other material originated with 
Maurice. His work literally passed through 
millions of hands. As well as keeping the 
movement armed in a factual way, Maurice 
gave us all something else of value: he taught 
us to assess our own activity with critical 
awareness and always to place the working 
class movement at the centre of that activity. 

On a personal level, Maurice was a fine 
person to know. He had a concern for others 
that is rare in modern life and was generous 
and kind. These qualities and a total lack of 
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personal rancour always made comrades will- 
ing to accept the sort of constructive criticism 
and advice which Maurice felt necessary on 
occasions. It is noticeable that Maurice was 
very modest. He rarely signed his articles and 
never sought to take the credit which was due 
to him. No wonder he commanded such 
respect. No wonder he was such an inspira- 
tion. It is incumbent upon us to remember 
him and his truly magnificent contribution in 
the way he would have wanted: by carrying 
on his struggle until the horrors of racism and 
fascism and their root causes are eliminated 
and by keeping Searchlight on full beam. 


From Alan Sapper, General 
Secretary, ACTT 


It does not seem possible that Maurice 
Ludmer is no longer with us, especially as 
Searchlight, the magazine he helped to create, 
is carrying on and expanding its influence, 
raising the level of action against fascism in 
all its forms. 

Maurice was a persistent objective thinker 
who often hid his tremendous creative in- 
vestigative and journalistic drive by a 
pragmatic approach to any new problem or 
development. Investigatory journalism of the 
kind Maurice was involved in was particular- 
ly pertinent to media unions. His clarity in 
seeking a continuing monitoring of all media 
output predated many others who now have 
accepted his approach. The best tribute that 
is being paid to the loss of our brother is to be 
found in the integration of his principles 
within the work of the TUC, Labour Party 
and the Glasgow Media Group, as well as 
ACTT’s General Council. 
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£100 fine for 
armed 
BDP man 


LAST month we reported in Searchlight 
that a cross-burning ritual had been held in 
Bradgate Park near Leicester, and amongst 
the small crowd of assorted ongoing and 
defunct fascist groups was a man called 
Alan Gresham. We also mentioned that 
Gresham was recently convicted of possess- 
ing a firearm and damaging a car belonging 
to an Asian. 

Earlier this year Gresham became involv- 
ed in an argument in a pub with a man call- 
ed Mr Singh, who he claimed had taken his 
seat. Gresham then left the pub with a 
woman who he saw to the bus-stop, and, 
overcome with feelings of revenge, returned 
to the pub and began to paint racial insults 
on Mr Singh’s car. He was arrested by a 
passing policeman who also found the 
petrol cap of the car in Gresham’s pocket 
and a .22 calibre gas pistol. 

In court, Reed-Herbert, Gresham’s 
defence (and also the founder and local 
chairman of the British Democratic Party 
of which Gresham is a member), claimed 
that the pistol was not a dangerous weapon 
and that Gresham, a farm worker, used it 
to shoot rats and birds on the farm where 
he worked. He was carrying it with him 
because it was broken and he was taking it 
to be mended. 

As a result Gresham was fined £60 for 
damage to the car, £15 for stealing the 
petrol cap and £100 for being in possession 
of a firearm. Mr Singh’s claim of £391 com- 
pensation was turned down. 

Gresham has been a member of the 
fascist Far Right for several years now. In 
1976 he was the NF’s Press Officer in 
Leicester and received 582 votes as a local 
candidate in the Spinney Hills ward. In 
1977 he stood as a prospective Parliamen- 
tary candidate in Rugby and also as a local 
candidate in the Westcoates ward in 
Leicester. During 1976 he led a National 
Front delegation on a ‘fact-finding’ tour of 
Rhodesia and South Africa. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





SKINHEAD GANG PLOTTED WOOLWICH 
RACE ATTACK 


An organised attempt by a British Movement 
gang of skinheads, led by BM Kent organiser, 
Nicholas Crane, was made to attack black youths 
arriving on a train at Woolwich Arsenal station. 
The attempt failed when the skins beat up 2 peo- 
ple on the way to the station. Twenty-one have 
appeared in court charged with affray, conspir- 
ing to assault with intent to cause bodily harm, 
and unlawful assembly. They were all found guil- 
ty. All were said to be either members of, or sup- 
porters of, the British Movement. 

Crane plotted the attack after some of his 
friends had lost a fight with some black youths 






A CHARACTER that could 
have come straight out of 4 
cowboy film confronted a 
vourg motorist) stopped at 
trafic lights, ' Manchestet® 
Crown Court heard. 

Charging towards 19-year 
old Andrew Evans’ car caine 
a man in full Western gear 
—waistcoat, shirt, kerchief 
frontiersman's tasselled 
jacket, boots and jeans. . 

He toted an_ imitation 
Colt 45 revolver — “a lifes 
like replica of the gun that 
won the West,” said Mr John 
Ward, prosecuting. 

The “cowboy” was 
Michael Moonan, aged 47. on 
his way home after display- 
ing his “gear” to a groun 
who wanted to start their 
own club. 

He ran over to Mr Evans’ 
car, grabbed him by thé 
hair through the open 








window and hit him several 
times with the gun butt. 
Then he. smashed the 
window as the driver tried 
to wind it up, ran back to 
his own car and drove off. 
But a policeman parked 
near the Post House in 
Northenden saw it hanpen 
and Moonan was caucht. 
In the car were several 
rounds of blank  ammu- 
nition, capable of being 
fired from the gun. 
Moonan, of Hollvhedge 
Road, Benchill, Wythen- 
shawe, denied wounding 
with intent and damaging 
pronerty. He was found 
guilty and jailed for 12 
months. 2 
He had told nolice he was 
annoved by Mr Evans’ bad 
driving. He never hit him, 
end smashed the window to 
froe his trapped thumb. 






















THE STORY above appeared in the Manchester Evening News on 23 June. An amus- 
ing enough piece in its own right, it is all the more interesting for what it doesn’t 
say — or at least what didn’t come out in the court case. Michael Moonan is in 
fact Michael Noonan, a member in his time of the NF and BM and involved with 
Column 88. A thoroughly unpleasant piece of work, Noonan is known in the 
Wythenshawe area where he lives as ‘General Lee”. 





on a bus. Some sixty skinheads from all over 
East and South East London assembled at the 
Mitre pub in Woolwich, on 23 September last 
year, where they sang Nazi songs and shouted 
‘Sieg Heil’’. At 11pm they left the pub and made 
their way towards the station, where, they 
thought, 200-300 black youths would be return- 
ing from Flacks disco at Dartford. On the way, 
the skins beat up an autistic white youth with a 
dark skin, and a 41-year-old West Indian, Mr 
Limbert Morgan, who was kicked to the ground. 
Mr Morgan followed the skins to the station, and 
phoned the police. When they arrived and at- 
tempted to arrest Crane, a general melee broke 
out, in which several police officers were 
assaulted and injured. PC Keith Chadband (22) 
lost a tooth and his nose was broken as he was 
kicked in the face. He was off-duty for six weeks. 

After his arrest, Crane, who carried an Adolf 
Hitler badge, said that the British Movement was 
anti-communist, anti-black, and intent on ‘‘tak- 
ing control away from the Jews’’. In court, Anne 
Curnow, prosecuting, described how Crane was 
covered in tattoos showing ‘‘his dislike of certain 
types of persons and membership of certain types 
of organisation’’. One of these read “‘I hate nig- 
gers’’. 

Crane (22) a dustman of The Ridgeway, 
Crayford, and a member of the BM’s ‘“‘honour 
guard’’, was jailed for four years. The judge said 
Crane had a ‘‘very bad’’ record of racist attacks. 
The other defendants were given sentences rang- 
ing from three years jail to terms of community 
service work. The judge deferred sentence on the 
twenty-first defendant until November. 

Mathew Morgan (24) of Rochester Avenue, 
Plaistow, was given three years jail. As he was 
led away, he shouted ‘‘Sieg Heil’? and gave a 
Nazi salute. 

The majority of the defendants were either 
unemployed (nine of them) or in low status jobs, 


such as dustman or drain cleaner. Some had 
trades or careers however, such as printer, but- 
cher, or trainee civil engineer. 

Tony Lawrence, also a member of the BM 
“‘Leader Guard’’ was given a 3-year jail 
sentence. Lawrence recently hosted a Hitler bir- 
thday party at his home in South London and we 
printed a photo of him in full uniform buying 
drinks at the off-licence. 


NF MEMBER ADMITS 
PHONE CALLS 


A group of three youths subjected Oldham’s 
Community Relations Officer, Mr Keith Brad- 
ford, to a campaign of threatening phone calls. 
One of the three, Keith Casson (20), of Dob- 
cross, admitted he was a member of the National 
Front. Casson had made threatening phone calls 
to Mr Bradford, calling him a “‘nigger loving 
bastard’’. He also said: ‘‘We’re coming for you 
now. We are going to get you. We know who you 
are. We have your card marked.”’ 

Casson fixed an NF sticker saying ‘‘Kick out 
Red Teachers’’, to Mr Bradford’s house, and 
rode past on a motor cycle, shouting ‘‘Sieg 
Heil’’. He also admitted scratching swastikas 
and racist slogans on a Gas Board trailer, in- 
cluding ‘‘NF’’, ‘‘Kick out wogs’’, ‘UDA Rule’, 
“Smash the IRA’’, ‘‘KKK”’ and ‘‘Column 88’’. 

The other defendants, Dean Whyment (20) of 
Royton, and Alan Dust (21) of Southgate, admit- 
ted involvement in the offences. Dust claimed he 
committed the offences due to boredom while 
being unemployed. Whyment said he had had 
too much to drink. Casson, the NF member, 
declined to say anything in mitigation. 

The three were fined between £125 and £50 
and ordered to pay compensation. 


THREATENING 





JUST IMAGINE a magazine going on 
about ‘‘the gathering crisis of 
Capitalism in Britain’. And imagine 
that the same magazine reproduces a 
pro-nuclear disarmament poster. For 
good measure, also imagine that the 
self-same publication contains articles 
with titles like ‘Britain’s Homeless: 
Victims of Capitalism’, which pro- 
claim the need for a ‘‘truly Revolu- 
tionary force in British politics’’. 

No need to go on, you probably get the 
picture. Now imagine a second magazine: 
this time one which has headlines like 
‘Blacks to Blame’, ‘Blacks Take a Million 
British Jobs’, ‘Multi-Racialist Flees from 
the Jungle’. And please, if your imagina- 
tion can allow itself a momentary lapse of 
taste, imagine cartoons of West Indians 
with grotequely large lips and bones 
through their noses, not to mention... 
That’s quite enough of that. 

Now, magazines one and two should be 
as different as chalk and Cheddar — should 
be, that is if the world can preserve any 
semblance of logic. But logic, like milk of 
human kindness, good natured cheeriness 
and aesthetic refinement, has always been 
in short supply on the extreme right, which 
regularly both has and eats its chalk- 
flavoured cheese cake (if you pardon the 
mixing of metaphors — but fascist logic is 
apt to turn the brain). 

Anyway, to get to the point, magazines 
one and two are not, in ‘point of fact, 
magazines one and two; but in fact they are 
one and the same. And all that stuff about 
capitalism, revolution and nuclear disarma- 
ment comes from Nationalism Today No.5, 
produced by the National Front, and call- 
ing itself ‘The radical voice of British Na- 
tionalism’. So bend back your ears, sus- 
pend the natural order of logic and decen- 
cy, and listen to what this peculiar voice has 
to say. 

First of all, Nationalism Today an- 
nounces in an editorial, whose importance 
is revealed by the fact that every single word 
is underlined (and some show their super- 
duper importance by heavy type, as well as 
underlining), that the radical voice, after 
one or two moments of hesitation, is 
prepared to shout loudly for the aforemen- 
tioned National Front. 

It seems that the NF National Directorate 
got together recently and all agreed what a 
pleasure it was to listen to the voice of Na- 
tionalism Today and its ‘‘radical ideological 
line’. Well, one little pat on the back 
deserves another, and just to show how 
touched it was by the Directorate’s action 
(remember all this is clearly underlined) 
“the Editorial Board has agreed to hand 
over ownership of the magazine to the Na- 
tional Front’’. And what is more, this is no 
haphazard, sentimental gesture but ‘‘is a 
reflection of our confidence in the current 
party leadership’’. 

That said, we can sample a bit of the 
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radical tones. Confidence is reflected 
because the NF has become a hot bed of 
revolution and ‘‘reactionary elements have 
either been expelled or have left to form 
Tory or populist splinter groups’’. And 
suddenly, without all those milksops the 
way has been left (oh, so far, far left) clear 
“for the development of a comprehensive 
and revolutionary set of ideas and values’’, 
in order to ‘‘begin the serious task of 
building a revolutionary force capable of 
replacing the decadent and decaying re- 
mains of the liberal-capitalist system’’. Ad- 
ding block capitals and an exclamation 
mark to the underlining, the editorial ends 
with a positive shriek: “FORWARD WITH 
THE NATIONAL REVOLUTION!”’ 

So the racial radicals, or bolshie bigots, 
or for sake of convenience let’s call them 
the Cheesy-Chalkers, advocate workers’ 
(white workers’, of course) control, saying 
that ‘‘factories should be taken over by the 
people who work in them’’, because ‘“‘if the 
people of this country want action to pro- 
tect their jobs, they must take it 
themselves’’. And the Cheesy-Chalkers 
have a soft spot for ‘‘workers co- 
operatives’, in which ‘‘control of the 
means of production, distribution and ex- 
change, will be vested, not in one or a few 
committees of bosses, but in the hands of 
the producers, distributors and exchangers, 
the workers themselves’’. 


* * * 


Now that’s the cheesy voice, but hard on 
its heels comes the softer tones of pure 
white chalk. Note well that ‘control of the 
means of production’ didn’t quite stretch as 
far as ownership. Ah, no, there’s revolution 
and there’s revolution, and the cheesy- 
chalk revolution will allow racially viable 
businesses to have fun ‘‘competing in a ge- 
nuine environment of free enterprise’’. 
Everyone except a few nasty old ‘‘parasitic 
plutocrats or bureaucrats’’ will put their 
racial mits together to applaud Nationalism 
Today, because its plan ‘‘as well as pro- 
viding the country with a happy productive 
workforce and, by the process of free enter- 
prise, will guarantee the consumer a decent 
quality product at a fair price’’. 

So what’s all the revolution about then? 
Well, let Nationalism Today explain as best 
it can. Liberal-democracy and capitalism is 
tottering, and can be written off by racially 
decent types. That leaves the National 
Front and ‘‘another alternative that is both 
organised and ruthless — the Marxist left’’. 
In fact, the latter has been doing quite well, 
according to the radical voice, in its cam- 
paign ‘‘to indoctrinate school and college 
students’’. So the voice of racial radicalism 
(or is it radical racialism?) will soon con- 
front the left in ‘‘the struggle for the con- 
trol of the streets’’. 

Now, whereas the Marxist left organise 
all sorts of seminars and theatrical events 
(nothing wrong with that, says Nationalism 
Today: ‘‘we ignore their example at our 


peril’), the logic of the Cheesy-Chalkers 
don’t seem to cut much ice in institutions of 
higher learning. Although ‘‘a number of 
reactionaries”’ (note the slide back into the 
radical posture) might call the NF’s recruits 
“‘skinheads, punks and young hooligans’’, 
the radical voice likes to believe that ‘we are 
now gaining the vast majority of our 
recruits from a section of the population 
which is not so afraid of violence — the 
White working class youth’’. 

Since it’s all stations go on the recruit- 
ment of working class youths, the voice of 
racialism must adopt the correct accent. No 
high-falutin’ stuff about law-’n-order or 
the sanctity of tradition. Not that the 
radical voice will continue dropping its ait- 
ches indefinitely. Power will only be achiev- 
ed ‘‘once the hardcore support which the 
NF is now building up is boosted by the 
votes of the ‘respectable’ middle-class elec- 
torate’’. And when the time comes for the 
NF to decide that it’s the right moment to 
get the respectable lot (or when the 
skinheads, punks and hooligans have mov- 
ed on to a more edifying hobby), then just 
watch that radical voice posh itself up. 

When it comes down to it, the Cheesy- 
Chalkers aren’t that much different from 
your average reactionary fascist. Take the 
ban-the-bomb poster which originated 
from left-wing sources and now is to be 
found in Nationalism Today: the fascists 
are not showing a sudden burst of 
humanity-loving pacifism. The poster, a 
mock advert for the film ‘Gone with the 
Wind’, shows Reagan and Thatcher in a 
romantic pose in the foreground, whilst an 
atomic explosion forms the backdrop. A 
strange poster, even for the Cheesy- 
Chalkers, you might think, until you look 
at the small print, which had obviously 
caught the eye of Nationalism Today: the 
film’s produced by Milton Friedman, and 
there’s ‘‘screenplay by Kid Joseph’’, and its 
‘‘directed by Hank Kissinger’ and. . . and 
. . . yes, we’re back in the old familar ter- 
ritory of the conspiracy. : 

As if to show that the Cheesy-Chalkers 
haven’t forgotten other old habits, there’s a 
little advert that ‘‘two National Front 
members urgently require 
accommodation’’. Nothing strange in that 
(as all radical fascists know, capitalism, 
with a little help from the racially 
undesirable, has caused ‘‘the desperate 
plight of Britain’s homeless’’). And anyone 
wishing to help the homeless pair of na- 
tionalists should write to Box 88 etc and etc. 
Now, eighty-eight has always been a special 
number for fascists: the eighth letter of the 
alphabet is ‘H’ and ‘H-H’ is an ever-so- 
clever codeword for Heil-Hitler. So all your 
clever-dick fascists go around whispering 88 
to each other, and no-one else (certainly not 
the naive revolutionary fascist) has the 
slightest clue what’s going on. 

Take, for instance, The National 
Socialist, the unashamedly pro-Hitler 
magazine of the World Union of National 





Socialists. The Winter 1981 issue has Bri- 
tain’s Colin Jordan covering eleven pages 
of print with praise for the Third Reich in 
particular and National Socialism in general 


(‘‘We National Socialists . .. relentlessly 
reject being labelled as some kind of right- 
wing nationalists’’). We don’t really want 
to go into Mr Jordan’s unfortunate and 
tedious obsessions, but to point out that the 
magazine operates from a Box Number in 
the USA. And the number of the box? No 
prizes — just think of a number. Yes, 
number 88 wins again. 

Colin Jordan used to write his slavish 
praise for Adolf Hitler on behalf of the 
British Movement, before having the sort 
of tiff which seems to be an occupational 
hazard amongst racial comrades. Anyway, 
British Tidings (May/June’s Bulletin of the 
BM) shows how far standards have drop- 
ped since Mr J left. It actually contains, ina 
mood of daring radicalism, a criticism of 
Hitler. Not the usual sort of criticism, mind 
you. What bothers British Movement is 
that ‘‘Hitler was too much of a nice guy’’. 
Quite so. 


* * * 


As part of its campaign to be nastier than 
Hitler, British Tidings proudly announces 
something that sounds like the outer layer 
of a sandwich: ‘White Pride Week’. We are 
told that ‘‘the last week in July has been 
selected for the first ‘White Pride Week’ ’’. 
Whilst we’ll have to wait a little to find out 
exactly what unpleasant flavour will fill 
British Movement’s sandwiches during that 
week, its paper Phoenix, no. 7, offers some 
clues. 

Certainly, British Movement will not be 
wrapping its thick-sliced White Pride 
around either Kosher or Hallal meat. 
Phoenix has a grand old time attacking 
“ritual slaughter of animals’’, by which, of 
course, it means traditional Jewish and 
Moslem methods. In fact, reports Phoenix, 
“‘British Movement members took part in a 
mass march to protest against the ‘shechita’ 
method of cattle slaughter’; and to end its 
tribute to a fine bunch of vegetarian 
pacifists, Phoenix concludes: ‘‘It is in- 
teresting to note that the only country in the 
world to declare SHECHITA illegal and 
outlaw vivisection was National Socialist 
Germany’’. Yes, they told us that Mr Hitler 
was such a nice guy, so kind to animals. 

But then it’s always been human beings 
who have presented the problems for 
fascists. For example June’s League 
Review, published by the League of St 
George, in its editorial calls for ‘‘a human 
(sic). programme of phased repatriation’’, 
which means, of course, a programme 
which will treat humans like animals. Just 
to make sure no-one misses the point, the 
editorial goes on to justify the ‘human ’ 
programme by references to ‘‘survival of 
the species’’ and the: ‘‘territorial 
imperative’, calling both ‘‘iron rules of 
nature’. 


Leaving biology aside, League Review 
then tries some amateur history in an effort 
to amuse fascists before the great White 
Pride Carnival begins. As Mr R.J. Scott ex- 
plains, we live in an age when ‘“‘the fabric of 
national identity is under attack, and where 
coloured immigration and miscegenation 
are beginning to alter the racial integrity of 
our country’’. Faced with all this and not 
wishing to join the young Cheesy-Chalkers 
on some rampage or other, the more 
dignified sort of fascist might care to turn 
his mind to ‘‘the question of who our 
ancestors were, what they did with their 
lives and’’ (best of all) ‘‘where they 
originated’’. 

Ten years ago these were the sorts of 
thoughts racing haphazardly through Mr 
Scott’s mind until he did ‘‘something about 
it by contacting a firm of professional 
genealogists’’. Lo and behold, whole 
generations of dead and forgotten Scotts 
have been uncovered, with their racial puri- 
ty vouchsafed, and now Mr Scott wants 
other fascists to take up this rewarding hob- 
by. He even recommends, as the ‘“‘best 
reference in my view’’, a book called ‘Your 
Family Tree’ by (no, stop, resist the tempta- 
tion to make an awful pun). Anyway he is 
sure that we, ‘‘the real inhabitants of the 
British Isles’’, will be suitably inspired by 
Mr Pines little oeuvre. 

More recent history is recalled by Oliver 
Gilbert in a piece entitled ‘Regulation 18b: 
Imprisonment without charge of trial’. 
Now, 18b isn’t another of those clever- 
clever codes like 88; nor is it the number of 
a Sundays-only bus service. It was the 
Defence Regulation under which the most 
notorious British fascists were detained dur- 
ing the last war, in order to stop them col- 
luding with the Nazi enemy. Mr Gilbert sees 
it all a bit differently and complains that the 
detainees had to perform ‘‘the degrading 
task of sewing mail bags’’. Perhaps Mr 
Gilbert’s getting a bit long in the tooth these 
days and perhaps his memory is fading a bit 
— but he doesn’t get round to telling his 
readers that he himself was one of those 
poor unfortunates who were forced to wield 
needle and thread. Nor does he tell us that 
unlike most 18b detainees his allegiances 
weren’t to Mosley, but to Arnold Leese, the 
maniac leader of the Imperial Fascist 
League, which for reasons best known to 
itself, and perhaps to the more percipient 
of psychiatrists, considered Mosley to be a 
‘kosher fascist’. 


* * * 


However, it’s not a nice guy who 
dominates the cover of June’s Spearhead, 
where a blurred picture of Peter Sutcliffe 
bears the caption ‘The Ripper: A Case for 
Extermination’. On page eleven, Mr Tyn- 
dall continues his campaign on what he calls 
“this sick and slobbery society that is con- 
temporary Britain’’ by calling in detail for 
Sutcliffe’s ‘‘extermination’’. Now there’s a 


word with loaded meaning — extermina- 
tion, and if anyone fails to pick up the con- 
notations they should turn to a reader’s let- 
ter which Mr T is delighted to print on page 
sixteen. 

From somewhere in Norwich, a Mr Giles 
has bothered to put pen to paper to an- 
nounce that the ‘‘so-called ‘Yorkshire Rip- 
per’ looks a decidedly alien type’’, and that 
‘nothing has so far been said about his 
ancestry but his appearance does not in- 
dicate much in common with any of the 
racial strains indigenous to the British 
Isles’’. Passing an expert opinion on the 
subject, Mr Giles decides that ‘‘there is 
something in his Mother’s background that 
gives him this distinctly foreign look’’. Not 
surprisingly, Mr Giles wishes to draw a 
moral from the whole sick saga: ‘‘A well- 
known geneticist’? (no names, initials or 
code numbers given) ‘‘once said: ‘If they 
don’t look right, they ain’t right! ’ ’’. And, 
as the cover of Speahead makes plain, 
everything has its own remedy. 

Incidentally, there’s a bit of a disagree- 
ment about Sutcliffe amongst the fascists, 
as can be seen in White Power, an 
American paper which is another ‘‘revolu- 
tionary voice of National Socialism’’. Amid 
all the swastikas and pictures of nice guys, 
we find in the March/April issue that 
“‘Americans aren’t the only ones with a 
Black crime problem’’: Scotland Yard (yes, 
indeed) have arrested ‘‘Peter W. Sutcliffe, a 
Black truckdriver, in connection with the 
notorious Yorkshire Ripper murders’’, but 
apparently ‘‘Sutcliffe’s racial background 
has been suppressed in the British news 
media’’. 

Elsewhere in Spearhead there is a staged 
debate between Mr Ray Hill (of British 
Movement and other unsavoury organisa- 
tions) and Mr Tyndall over the issue of 
fascist unity. Mr Hill is all for the New Na- 
tional Front keeping itself to itself, whilst 
Mr T, who*naturally has the last word and 
the longer column space, says that broad 
coalitions are necessary (although, of 
course, excluding the ‘‘ ‘Gay ’ network’’) 
because ‘‘it is necessary for the bigger men 
to prevail over the little men’’. 

Striking a blow for male largeness, 
Spearhead unveils the constitution of the 
New National Front, which is to be govern- 
ed by ‘‘the leadership principle’? and not 
“the liberal-democratic procedure of deci- 
sion by head counting’’, (‘‘internal 
democratisation’’ in the past only ‘‘wasted 
the party’s time’’). If anyone doesn’t like it, 
they know what to do: ‘‘they can always 
vote with their feet by leaving the party and 
thus leaving the leadership with nothing left 
to lead’. 

In other words, if you don’t like the 
leader or what he calls his principle, then, 
to coin a phrase, hard cheese. Certainly, 
these days the south coast air has been 
blowing all the old chalk dust off Mr T, 
leaving visible a rather mouldy and 
shrunken piece’ of old cheese. 
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Anti-racists set fire to NF Skins banner in Harrogate. 


Beating the Brons Brigade 


fight back. 
But, most significantly, the demo showed 
that there are skins here and elsewhere who 


WHILE Coventry, South London and 
other areas of Britain have been terrorised 
by racist violence, the country’s No.1 Nazi, 
National Front Chairman Andrew Brons, 
has been hiding away in Harrogate. For 
eleven years Brons has taught British 
Government & Politics at Harrogate Col- 
lege of Further Education but now his cover 
is blown. 

On 12 May a Union General Meeting 
voted to campaign for his suspension and 
since then students have picketed his lec- 
tures in order to get this one-time member 
of Colin Jordan’s National Socialist Move- 
ment sacked. 

Wednesday 24 June saw the biggest 
demonstration against Brons so far. Over 
500 students and anti-racists from all over 
the country marched through Harrogate. 
The police have been predictably an- 
tagonistic throughout the campaign but 
their brutality on the 24th was totally un- 
necessary. Having served the Public Order 
Act on the march and obstructed the right 
to picket, they drove mounted police into 
the marchers, attacking demonstrators and 
arresting six anti-racists. 

The strength and unity of the demonstra- 
tion, however, was magnificent. When 
demonstrators took over the college 
building where Brons was hiding, having 
left his lecture (to which only one student 
turned up!) the NF leader was given the 
treatment he deserves, from black and 
white alike. The message was clear — anti- 
racists under attack from Nazi violence will 





THE British Movement’s demonstration in 
Oxford on 6 June did not go quite as plann- 
ed after a massive mobilisation by anti- 
fascists. After hearing about ANL prepara- 
tions they announced that they would be 
holding the march in Abingdon, nearby, 
but on the day they resorted to handing out 
leaflets and copies of their papers in the 
back streets of both towns. Two ‘Leader 
Guard’ members were said to have arrived 
at Oxford station and left by the next train. 
Other BM members abandoned quantities 
of leaflets and other literature before leav- 
ing later in the afternoon. 

During the afternoon, over a thousand 
Anti-Nazi League supporters held a march 
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are anti-Nazi, anti-racist and actively 
organising against Brons and his goon 
squads. During the march a ‘‘National 
Front Skins’’ banner was taken from the 
thirty or so Nazis Brons had managed to 
mobilise and at the rally afterwards a group 
of skins set it on fire, destroying both the 
banner and the myth that all skinheads are 
Nazis. 

What is encouraging is that not only is 
the campaign winning support from Trades 
Councils, Labour Party branches, the Na- 
tional Union of Mineworkers Area Council 
(Yorks) and many sections of the labour 
movement, but also the support of youth in 
North Yorkshire. With Brons exposed, 
more and more people have seen the NF for 
the thugs they are and as more kids join the 
fight against the Nazis, so white youths and 
skins involved with the Front (and BM) 
realise they are being used and are leaving 
Brons to peddle his filth alone. 

Anti-fascists are turning the tide against 
Andrew Brons and his thugs and with even 
Tory MP for Harrogate, Robert Banks, 
questioning Brons’ right to teach, the 
Students’ Union is confident that Principal 
Peter Drake can no longer continue to 
cover up and excuse Brons’ activities. 
Students here will demonstrate, picket and 
boycott Brons’ lectures until he is sacked. 


Chris Moore, Harrogate Students Union 


and rally in Oxford. They were 
predominantly young and local. Later in 
the day a group of anti-fascists discovered 
some BM supporters in a pub. Fighting 
broke out and the fascists were driven away 
from the area. 

The following week a leaflet campaign by 
the BM was launched in Oxford. Hundreds 
of membership forms, copies of Fact Finder 
(which is a paper aimed at schools, mainly 
concerned with disproving the holocaust) 
and the Phoenix, the BM paper were 
distributed. Michael McLaughlin, the 
Movement’s leader, claimed that this was in 
return for the treatment his members had 
received on 6 June. 


BLACK 


PRISONER 
RUSHED 


TO 
HOSPITAL 





A RASTAFARIAN from Birmingham has 
been seriously ill in hospital after collapsing 
in prison, allegedly after a hunger strike. 
Dennis Howell, MP, has called for a top 
level enquiry into the treatment of 21-year- 
old Roland Jeffers, from Handsworth. 

Jeffers had served four of his eighteen month 
sentence (for assault and receiving stolen goods) 
in Winson Green and later Stafford prison. After 
a sitdown protest in Stafford over the food, he 
was one of 40 prisoners to be moved in mid-May. 
Since he had been in Lincoln prison, no-one had 
heard from him in spite of writing to him fre- 
quently. His mother, Mrs Jeffers said that they 
were told on June 4 that he had been admitted to 
hospital. ‘‘The next day a probation officer took 
us to see him’’, she said. ‘“‘Doctors said that 
when he was brought in he was more dead than 
alive’’. 

The Home Office claim that Jeffers had refus- 
ed prison foods and liquids since June 3, one day 
before he was admitted into hospital. A 
spokesperson said that as long as a person was in 
a rational state of mind when deciding to go ona 
hunger strike, nothing could prevent this. Jef- 
fers’ family and friends want to know why the 
prison authorities waited until he was suffering 
from kidney failure before informing them of his 
situation. They also want to know why Jeffers 
had cuts and bruises on his fingers, arms and 
back when he arrived in hospital in Leicester. 

Ms Hyacinth Woollery, who had been living 
with Jeffers before the prison sentence, said that 
he had refused food in Stafford prison because 
he was a Rastafarian and did not eat meat. He 
had not received any of the nine letters she had 
written to him since he was moved, and she only 
had news of him when she finally wrote to the 
prison governor. 

Jeffers is still under treatment at Leicester 
hospital. When he has recovered sufficiently he 
will go back to a prison where again he will be 
given food his religion does not allow him to eat. 
A question was recently put in the House of 
Commons to Minister of State Patrick Mayhew, 
asking that Rastafarianism be recognised as a 
religion for the purposes of the Prison Act. 
Mayhew replied that as the movement did not 
have recognisable leaders and no one authentic 
style for dress or hair, it could not be accepted as 
a religion. Therefore it was not unfair for 
Rastafarians to have their dreadlocks cut, not 
was there any reason for them to have special 
food. Mayhew also said that the police and 
prison authorities shared a firmly held commit- 
ment to maintaining the best possible relations 
with ethnic minorities. 
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RACIST murder of black people is not 
a new phenomenon in Coventry. Eight 
years ago, on 28 April 1973, fifteen 
year old Velma Murrey died when so- 
meone threw a primed gas cannister in- 
to her family’s home at 1.40 in the 
morning. Police investigations at the 
time led them very close to active 
racists in the area, but no one has ever 
been prosecuted. 

Now there is ample evidence that 
members of fascist groups from all over the 
Midlands have been organising in Coven- 
try, helping to stir up young white people to 
acts of violence against Asians, violence 
which has so far included two murders, 
countless stabbings and four firebomb at- 
tacks on clubs and temples. Searchlight has 
also heard that youths are being taught how 
to make incendiary devices to throw into 
the homes of black people. When con- 
fronted with the fact that they were stan- 
ding around Coventry town centre on 23 
May, handing out their leaflets when over 
200 white youth tried to ambush and 
disrupt a huge anti-racist march, fascist 
organisers tried to claim that they were 
there to prevent violence. One of these men, 
Ray Hill, BM organiser from Leicester, was 
convicted in 1979 for assaulting a Jewish 
cafe owner. Another man, Bill Bentley, also 
BM, is due to appear in court this month on 
charges of offensive weapons (a 
policeman’s truncheon and a machette) and 
causing actual bodily harm to an Asian 
youth. Robert Relf and Mick Coles, well- 
known racists from Leamington, were also 
seen in the town centre on 23 May and are 
known to be active in the area. There have 
also been racist attacks in Leamington, 
Leicester and Northampton within the last 
few months, most of them following the 
same pattern as the attacks in Coventry. 


Stabbing and murder 


Since the beginning of June, the number 
of brutal attacks on Asian men, women and 
children including one more murder, has 
continued to be frighteningly high. Over the 
weekend of 6/7 June, Surjit Singh Sodhi, 
39 year old bus driver, was attacked by 
three white skinheads late at night and hit 
over the head with a bottle or bat. He had 
to have stitches in the wounds to his head. 
Alan Hassan Gaffor was attacked by two 
white youths with a knife and received deep 
cuts in his hand as he tried to fight them 
off. On the previous Thursday, Palwinder 
Singh Aulukh, 33, was stabbed by three 
whites as he left a pub in Bramble Street 
late: at night. He had to be rushed to the in- 
tensive care ward in hospital. 

On the Saturday afternoon a young 
Asian boy was attacked as he sat on a wall 
outside his home. Three white youths beat 
him and knocked out several of his teeth. 
On the Sunday night of the same weekend 
Dr Amal Amaranagh Tilak Dharry was 
stabbed outside a fish and chip shop. He 





died several days later in hospital. A seven- 
teen year old youth has been charged with 
his murder. 

As we go to press we have details of at- 
tacks that have taken place almost daily 
since that weekend. On 26 June a shop 
belonging to Mr Dhillon was raided by 
30-40 youths who knocked him over as he 
tried to prevent them from stealing alcohol. 
They later returned twice during the night 
to smash up his car and van and throw a 
brick through his window. Dhillon needed 
four stitches in one eye. The same weekend 
another family had a brick through their 
window for the seventh time in a few weeks. 

Police are now admitting that most of 
these attacks have racial motives. But at the 
same time there has been an attempt to turn 
the situation into a ‘tit-for-tat? one where 
attacks on white youths by blacks are seen 
to be responsible for stoking the violence. 
There have been at least two attacks on 
whites by Asian youths that have been 
reported in the local press within the last 
month. Recently a house rumoured to be 
the home of two British Movement activists 
was set on fire. These incidents happened 
several months after the present level of 
racist attacks against Asians began in 
December and while this does not in any 
way justify retaliatory attacks on random 
whites, it is a sign that young blacks will not 
simply respond to pleas to stay at home at 
night or not to walk in broad daylight 
alone, waiting for the attacks to stop. 


None of the people charged with murder 
or serious stabbing have been convicted yet, 
but the fines for those arrested for threaten- 
ing words and behaviour at recent marches 
and carnivals have ranged from £500 to 
£20. Some Asians have told police not to 
press charges against suspected assailants 
for fear of retaliation. Philip Gegan, once a 
law firm partner of Reed-Herbert, the 
chairman of the BDP in Leicester, and still 
a member of the NF, is due to defend some 
of the youths who are pleading ‘not guilty’. 

So far, the majority of these attacks have 
only involved Asians. But on 13 June a 
West Indian carnival queen was made to 
ride through the streets in an enclosed 
saloon car with her two attendants for her 
own protection. More than 300 police, in- 
cluding members of the Special Patrol 
Group, were drafted into the city for the 
afternoon. 52 arrests were subsequently 
made, after fights broke out between 
skinheads and black youths when the pro- 
cession passed through town. 


Day of Action 


The following week a march planned by 
the New National Front was banned when 
Sir Philip Knights said he would be unable 
to guarantee to keep public order if it went 
ahead. On a previous occasion, on 23 May 
when white youths with drink cans and bot- 
tles waited in the town centre to attack the 
anti-racist march, the police admitted to be- 
ing near to losing control of the situation. 





Top (left): Bill Bentley, BM, John Anthony 
King (fined £450 for threatening behaviour), 
bottom (left) Chris Newman, BDP, Ray Hill, 
BM, seen together as anti-racist march 
passed through Coventry town centre 
23.5.81. 


SPG Sergeant Colston said in court that 
had the two groups ‘‘sought 
confrontation’? there were not enough 
police to deal with them. Following com- 
plaints about the policing of this 
demonstration, a meeting was to be arrang- 
ed between councillors, West Midlands 
Police authorities and the Lord Mayor’s 
special committee set up to investigate the 
racial violence of the last few months, ac- 
cording to Coun. Christine Thorneycroft, a 
member of the W.M. County Council’s 
Police Committee. 

The NNF’s proposed march was to be on 
the same day as an anti-racist concert in 
Coventry, with well-known musicians like 
The Specials playing. The concert went 
ahead as planned and there was almost no 
trouble, which has been a heartening sign 
for anti-racists in the area. A Day of Action 
against racism has been organised on 3 
July. 


Leamington 


In nearby Leamington there have been 
several attacks in the last two weeks in 
June. A twelve year old Asian girl was 
pushed off her bike and beaten up by a 
skinhead, who took her jacket. Another 
white youth picked up a small child belong- 
ing to an Asian woman, as she walked 
down The Parade in broad daylight. He ran 
thirty yards in the direction of the river but 
was spotted by some police. He dropped the 
child and was arrested. 

An Asian worker returning from night 
shift at Flavells was attacked by two skins at 
7am in Clemens Street. There have been 
numerous stone-throwing incidents, and 6 
foot high graffiti has suddenly appeared in 
four houses belonging to Asians in 
Cowdray Close. The handiwork — which 
consists of the usual ‘wogs out’ and ‘black 
bastards’ slogans and swastikas — shows a 
striking resemblance to the handwriting of 
Robert Relf, who lives in the same street, 
although forensic evidence has failed to 
prove that he did it. 

The Leamington Anti-Racist Anti-Fascist 
Committee, which has been publishing a 
newsletter regularly since 1978, has been 
leafletting the town following these attacks 
and has planned an open forum in late July 
where members of all local community 
groups and affiliated organisations will 
have a chance to discuss co-ordinated ac- 
tion. A ‘Celebrities Against Racism’ 
meeting is also being planned later on in the 
summer. 
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P2 fascist link 


THE P2 SCANDAL which has rocked 
the Italian establishment and brought 
down yet another government also pro- 
mises to throw new light on a number 
of still unexplained incidents involving 
the Italian Far Right. 

The affair broke in May when a list was 
published of 953 names of prominent 
public figures said to have been members of 
Licio Gelli’s Propaganda 2 masonic lodge. 
On the list were Christian Democrat and 
Socialist Party MPs, General Della Chiesa 
(head of the anti-terrorist police and the 
Carabinieri), General Orazio Gianni (Com- 
mander of the Military Academy at 
Civitavecchia), Admiral Giovanni Torrisi 
(Chief of General Staff), General Giuseppe 
Santovito (Chief of Military Intelligence), 
and General Giulio Grassini (Head of 
Civilian Intelligence). The list also included 
Pietro Longo the leader of the Italian Social 
Democratic Party, the Directors of Radio 1 
and TV1, Gustevo Selva and Franco Col- 
ombo, and Franco di Bella, the editor of 
Corriere della Sera. 

The affair has, predictably, unleashed 
shockwaves throughout Italian public life, 
implying as it does that for a number of 
years power in the country has rested not in 
Parliament or even in the government, but 
within a shady masonic lodge. 

In fact, the implications go deeper. Licio 
Gelli who built and ran P2 is himself an ex- 
member of the Italian fascist party and has 
close links with right-wing dictatorships 
abroad: he was until recently an Honorary 
Consul for the Argentine junta, and, when 
P2 was exposed, found quick and safe 
refuge with another generals’ regime in 
Uruguay. There is considerable speculation 
that the elaborate and till now only partially 
explained cover-ups which followed fascist 
terrorist attacks in Italy over the last ten 
years may actually have been engineered 
through P2. Earlier trials for instances, 
have implicated officers in the Intelligence 
services in helping wanted fascists to flee 
Italy, blocking proceedings against them, 
and even participating directly in bomb at- 
tacks as part of a ‘strategy of tension’. Now 
it transpires that all of the current in- 
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telligence chiefs, and the head of the anti- 
terrorist police were members of P2. 

In 1976, in Florence, a young fascist Lu- 
ciano Franci was arrested and questioned 
by magistrates. Franci had been a member 
of the Revolutionary National Front, 
whose leader Mario Tuti is one of the 
foremost Italian Nazi terrorists, and is now 
serving a gaol sentence for blowing up the 
Italicus express in 1974. According to Fran- 
ci, another fascist Massimo Batani, had 
told him that a ‘‘secret relationship’’ ex- 
isted between P2, the security services and 
the network of fascist terror groups. 

Later, in June of that year, Luciano 
Rossi, a colonel in the Guardia Finanza, 
who had been investigating links between 
P2 and the fascists was found dead in 
suspicious circumstances. Although the of- 
ficial verdict on his death was suicide many 
are convinced that he was killed. Rossi was 
working under Commander-Colonel Florio 
who himself perished in a mysterous road 
accident in 1978. It is now known that 
shortly before his death Rossi sent an 
urgent message to magistrates investigating 
the affair. What it contained is still not 
known. 


WEST GERMANY 





Explosives hoard at 
Hoffman’s HQ 


WEST GERMAN police have found 
quantities of high explosives stockpiled 
at the Nuremburg headquarters of Karl 
Heinz Hoffman, leader of the banned 
Wehrsportegruppe Hoffman Truppe. 

The discovery followed the arrest of Hof- 
fman on 19 June as he tried to leave Ger- 
many from Frankfurt airport. He and his 
girlfriend were both charged with forming a 
criminal organisation. 

A month earlier Stern magazine had 
published evidence linking Hoffman’s girl- 
friend Franziska Birkmann to the murder 
of a Jewish couple, Shlomo Levin and his 
companion, in December last year. Stern 
claimed that sunglasses left at the scene 
belonged to Birkmann, that footprints left 
there matched her shoe size and that eight 
cartridges from the murder weapon match- 
ed a pistol found at Hoffman’s flat. 





Police sources denied the allegation 
about the cartridges but confirmed the rest 
of the story. Birkmann herself admits that 
the sunglasses were hers but claimed that 
she had lost them some time previously. 

Stern also published information, said to 
be from sources in the security services, that 
a Palestinian had supplied evidence that 
while working in a bar in Syria he had 
become acquainted with two West German 
Nazis, one of whom had said, during a con- 
versation about the Munich Oktoberfest 
bombing ‘‘That was us’’. From 
photographs he is claimed to have iden- 
tified one of the men as Hoffman, who is 
known to travel in the Middle East. 

The Bavarian State Attorney’s office 
later announced that members of the Hoff- 
man Group had apparently been intending 
to assassinate a Nuremburg lawyer involved 
in investigating their activities and planned 
to attack the United Nations headquarters 
in Beirut and American military bases in 
West Germany. 


SOUTH AFRICA 





Bollo accused 


THE ITALIAN fascist Max Bollo, 
whose contacts abroad have included 
members of the League of St. George 
and British Movement, has appeared in 
court in South Africa charged with ter- 
rorist offences. 

At a hearing before a magistrate’s court 
in early June it was announced that the 
Transvaal Attorney-General had decided 
that Bollo and another Italian, Fabio 
Miriello, would face seven charges of 
sabotage, three of participating in terrorist 
activities, two of housebreaking with intent 
to steal, and one of receiving stolen proper- 
ty. Both have pleaded not guilty to all 
charges. 

Bollo and Miriello are accused with 
others of having belonged to the ‘White 
Commando’ which claimed responsibility 
for a series of explosions last year at the of- 
fices of multi-racial organisations and at the 
homes of liberal academics. Bollo is alleged 
to have participated in bomb attacks on the 





Max Bollo, the Italian fascist charged with 
terrorist offences in South Africa, arriving 
at court. 


offices of Professor Lombard of Pretoria 
University and Professor Maritz of the 
University of South Africa, and on the 
home of Dr D.W. Watterson last January. 
Both men, who were remanded in custody, 
will face charges concerning the theft of 
arms and explosives from the South African 
security services, when the case comes to 
trial at the Supreme Court next August. 
Amongst the British Nazis with whom 
Bollo is known to have been in contact are 
Jack Noble of the New National Front and 
Ray Hill of British Movement, both of 
whom spent time in South Africa. He is 
also thought to have been in touch with the 
League of St. George through their 
Overseas Liaison Officer Steve Brady. 


SPAIN 


Govt. kick out 
Italian terrorist 


ONE OF Europe’s most notorious 
Nazi terrorists, the Italian Salvatore 
Francia, has been deported by the 
Spanish authorities who, for the third 
time now, have refused to meet Italian 
requests for his extradition. Francia is 
wanted in connection with a number of 
terrorist actions. 

Formerly a member of Ordine Nuovo 
and Ordine Nero, and editor of the fascist 
journals Anno Zero and Quaderni Neri, 


Francia was first held in Spain in February 
1977 following police investigations into a 
joint Spanish-Italian fascist gun attack on a 
Carlist rally at Montejurra in 1976. He had 
previously received gaol sentences in Italy 
for membership of Ordine Nuovo and for 
organising para-military camps in the Alps. 
When he was held in Spain he was under 
suspicion of having been involved in the 
1969 bomb attack on the Piazza Fontana in 
Milan where 16 people died. Despite an ex- 
tradition request from the Italian 
authorities he was deported from Spain and 
fled to South Africa where he stayed for 
two years. 

In September 1980 he turned up with a 
false passport and journalist’s credentials 
from a South African newspaper at the 
European Security Conference in Madrid. 
Again he was arrested and again the Italians 
asked for his extradition. Once more it was 
refused and he was deported in February of 
this year only to return to Spain illegally to 
be arrested in Algeciras in May. For the 
third time his extradition was requested by 
the Italians but again it was refused and 
Francia was put on a plane and deported on 
9 June. This time he went to West Germany 
where he is reported to be applying for 
political asylum. 


February coup — 
prosecutions for all 


SPANISH POLICE investigating 
takeover plots by right-wing elements 
in the armed forces have been in- 
structed by the Defence Minister Sr 
Alberto Oliart to prosecute all 
members of the army and the Civil 
Guard who were involved in the abor- 
tive coup of 23 February when the 
Spanish Parliament was occupied. In- 
structions have already been given to 
begin proceedings against a number of 
individuals concerned and the Minister 
had invoked anti-terrorist laws to ex- 
tend the detention of senior army of- 
ficers accused of participating in a se- 
cond conspiracy to. overthrow the 
government. 

The increasingly hard-line of the govern- 
ment in the face of bitter resistance from 
the army almost certainly reflects rising 
concern that a coup is on the cards unless 
stern measures are taken. Only weeks after 
Lt. Colonel Tejero’s seizure of the Parlia- 
ment building, police uncovered plans by a 
group of officers led by Major Soenz de 
Ynestrillas, a friend of Tejero, to launch a 
second attempt on 23 June. Four military 
men and eight civilians — including at least 
three well known far right-wingers — were 
arrested. Thirty officers, including three 
generals, had already been charged in con- 
nection with the February episode. 

Other recent events also point to a well 
organised ‘‘strategy of tension’’ designed to 
propel Spain towards what the right and the 
military now openly call ‘‘the Turkish solu- 
tion’’. The seizure of the Central Bank in 


Barcelona at the end of April is now 
thought to have been a part of this scheme. 
The men who raided the bank, demanding 
the release of Tejero, have since claimed 
that they were hired (for about £30,000 
each) by right-wingers at a meeting at Per- 
pignan in France. A number of the gunmen 
are thought to have escaped arrest by leav- 
ing the bank with fleeing hostages as 
Spanish troops burst in. 

Early claims that the men were after all 
just common criminals were discredited 
when police, searching a house rented by 
one of the gunmen, uncovered a tunnel 
leading towards Barcelona’s main Avenue 
Diagonal where King Juan Carlos was due 
to take the salute at a large military parade 
to mark Armed Forces Day a few days 
later. They also found several handguns, 
explosives, a fuse charge and thirty-nine 
false identity cards. It seems clear that a 
major outrage was planned involving either 
the assassination of the King or the murder 
of spectators. As it happened; when the 
parade did take place a bomb destroyed a 
television relay station just outside the city. 

Fascists have also been making their own 
contribution to the growing tension. In 
Madrid a leading member of the Fuerza 
Nueva youth organisation Fuerza Joven 
was killed when a bomb he was planting in a 
litter bin exploded prematurely. Members 
of FN have been arrested in Madrid and 
Barcelona, some in possession of guns and 
ammunition, and following an attack on a 
75-year-old man which left him in a coma, 
the Secretary-General of Fuerza Joven and 
its Madrid organiser were held by police. 
The man had been beaten when he tried to 
remove an FN poster from a wall. 


WAR CRIMES 





Uproar at Majdanek 
leniency 


AFTER FIVE and a half years the trial 
of eight former guards at Majdanek 
concentration camp drew to a close in 
Dusseldorf at the end of June to 
widespread protests at the sentences 
handed down. 

Of the eight defendants only one, Her- 
mine Ryan, received the life sentence 
demanded by the prosecution. Hildegaard 
Laechert, known to camp inmates as 
‘Bloody Brigitta’ was sentenced to twelve 
years and the others accused received 
sentences ranging from three to eight years. 
One was acquitted of all charges. 

Three of the former guards were acquit- 
ted of murder charges and convicted on 
lesser charges of complicity in murder. 
Despite widespread denunciations of the 
sentences as being too lenient all of the con- 
victed defendants have announced that they 
intend to appeal. Such proceedings could 
prolong the case for as much as another two 
years. 
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*. .. In the wrong place 
at the wrong time’ 


RACIST attacks are on the in- 
crease, and the murder of black 
people has almost become a way of 
life on our streets. The media is in 
no small way to blame for the way 
we have become calloused to such 
horrible violence. The killing of a 
white youth in a highly charged 
racist attack in Thornton Heath, 
near Croydon in South London on 
1 June, provided a new dimension 
to the bias in the media’s coverage 
of racist violence. 

The day before the Thornton Heath 
killing, on 31 May, 50-year-old Miam 
Azim was found murdered in a park in 
Wandsworth. At a Community Rela- 
tions Council meeting on 11 June, local 
Asian organisations spoke of the fre- 
quency of such racist attacks in the 
area. 

But press coverage of Mr Azim’s 
death followed the pattern we have 
come to recognise where a black person 
is concerned. On 1 June under the 
casual heading ‘Quick Looks’ The Sun 
gave three sentences (47 words) repor- 


Front page of Daily Mail 3.6.81. 
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ting the murder, adding that a racist 
motive could not be ruled out. The 
Mail wrote 5 sentences on an inside 
page. The Guardian only managed 4 on 
page 2 — 36 words in all. The New 
Standard report, at the foot of p.5, 
headed ‘Grudge could have led to park 
murder’ attempted, in 125 words, to 
discount a racial motive. In none of 
these accounts was there any effort to 
discover if Wandsworth was an area 
where racist attacks are frequent or if 
there was fascist activity in the area. 


In contrast, the death of the white boy, 
Terry May, was reported with front page 
banner headlines in the national dailies. 
The Express, on the front page, gave 300 
words, details of May’s murder and the 
grief of his family and friends. The Sun, 
too, gave the murder front page treatment 
with just over 100 words. Later in the day 
The New Standard devoted all its front 
page and banner headlines with about 500 
words of explanation about the attack and 
the reaction of the boy’s relatives and 
friends. ITV News at Ten treated the story 
prominently and in one shot the camera 
followed the bloodstains up the road. On 
the following day the story was still on the 
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front pages of the Sun and the Mail. The 
former had about 800 words stressing per- 
sonal and emotional reactions to the boy’s 
death, the latter devoted 2 whole pages, 
about 1,400 words in all, to the murder, 
and an editorial comment linking all aspects 
of violence in society, attacking black com- 
munity leaders for criticising the police and 
quoting Enoch Powell to the effect that as 
far as racial violence is concerned we ‘“‘have 
seen nothing yet’’. 

Throughout, the press made certain 
assumptions. The innocence (which we do 
not dispute) of the white victim was stress- 
ed, begging the question, ‘are black victims 
of racist violence not equally innocent? For 
instance the Mail’s headline, quoting the 
mother, read, ‘Terry just happened to be a 
white boy in the wrong place at the wrong 
time.’ Or does the media’s silence on this 
aspect when they report a black death con- 
stitute their acceptance of a racism which 
asserts that blackness is a justification for 
the attack? Why is the innocence of black 
victims of racist violence never proclaimed 
from Fleet Street’s headlines? 

In much the same vein as the theme of 
‘innocence’, reports of Terry May’s death 
focus on emotional ‘human interest’ factors 
such as the dead youth’s disability, the reac- 
tion of his parents and distraught girl 
friend. Black deaths are hardly ever 
reported in this way — and, while not 
wishing to advocate an extension of the 
Fleet Street practice of sensationalising peo- 
ple’s feelings at a time of crisis — there is no 
effort when black people are concerned, to 
make the reader see an event through a per- 
sonal perspective. This means that there is 
no challenge to racist stereotyping, and 
black people are, as always, presented one- 
dimensionally. 

But perhaps the most serious criticism is 
the way that the emotional reporting of 
Thornton Heath actually distorted and con- 
fused the background to Terry May’s 
murder. Papers which did provide any con- 
text for the murder looked to Brixton for 
the explanation. The idea put forward (on 
different days and in different ways) was 
that the rampaging black youths of Brixton 
had spread contagion to Croydon where, 
no longer content with mere arson and 
looting, the blacks had turned on white 
youth in a fit of communal violence. 
Nowhere did anyone explain that Thornton 
Heath, like Wandsworth where Miam Azim 
was killed, has for a long time seen a high 
level of right-wing activity which has suc- 
ceeded in polarising sections of white and 
black working class youth. 


Thornton Heath 
- the background 


In Searchlight (April and May) we 
reported on the growth of fascist activity 
and the concerned response of local anti- 
racists. Fascist politics has quite a long 
history in Croydon, and until 1976 the NF 
HQ was there. Attacks have become alarm- 
ingly frequent and racist graffiti abound in 
the town centre of Croydon. Local anti- 
racists have been threatened and their 
homes attacked. In December 1980 the 
local Trade Union and Labour HQ, Ruskin 
House was mobbed by a gang of young 
fascists, the CRC was attacked and the ad- 
jacent mosque desecrated with a pig’s head. 
In February 1981 an NF march from New 
Addington to Croydon took place, en- 
couraging the activities among the local 
youth, centering around the local football 
ground. The extent to which local young 
people identify with fascism and racism is 
shown by the seemingly motiveless attack 
on a lake and sports centre in S. Norwood 
when Ku Klux Klan signs were daubed. 
Socialist Worker 13.6.81 published a pic- 
ture which had been sent to a local paper of 
youths posing in Klan gear in front of a bur- 
ning cross. 

On 10.5.81 the Croydon Advertiser 
reported that ‘“‘Bus crews may refuse to 
operate late night services between Croydon 
and New Addington if action is not taken to 
counter the growing number of racialist at- 
tacks on immigrant busmen.’’ Youths 
wearing NF insignia were reportedly involv- 
ed. 

This intense level of alienated and violent 
behaviour of white youth is partly explained 
by local anti-racists as a consequence of 
growing unemployment and a feeling of 
hopelessness. Youth clubs attempt to 
moderate and channel some of this depres- 
sion, but disputes between such clubs seem 
to have provided the immediate flashpoint 
for the violence between black and white 
youth in Thornton Heath. 

For a number of different reasons it 
seems that local youth clubs are deeply 
divided on racial lines. At a CRC meeting 
called the weekend after the murder, local 
youth leaders spoke of their failed attempts 
to introduce black youngsters into a 
formerly white-dominated youth club, 
which nearly ended in a free-for-all. Many 
press accounts of the murder relate how, on 
the Saturday before the murder, a white 
gang harassed black youths who were 
drinking in the pub which was later attack- 
ed. Croydon CARF members claim that the 
pub is quite well-known as a haunt of local 
fascists and it seems clear that some of them 
were there the night of the attack. 

Croydon, Thornton Heath and Wand- 
sworth are the kind of places fascists have 
found to be a suitable breeding ground for 


Following the recent increase in racist 
violence and fascist activity in the area, 
the all-Croydon Campaign against 


Racism and Fascism are organising a 
march for racial harmony in Thornton 
Heath on Saturday 1 August. 





their ideas. The black population is not 
large enough, as it is in Brixton, to deter the 
presence of fascists on the streets. These 
areas have until recently enjoyed some pro- 
sperity and it may be that the present 
economic crisis comes as a greater shock to 
these areas than to crumbling inner city 
areas. With the help of the fascists, explo- 
sion point is soon reached. 


Reporting 
racist 
murders 


CARF knows that many black murders 
are not treated by the police as having a 
racist motive. Recent experience has shown 
that the police admit to a ‘racial murder’ 
only when the racial strife of an area is 
overtly proven in running street battles or 
‘riots’. And the connection the police make 
might not be the actual basis for an attack 
as we have seen in Thornton Heath. Thus 
Fenton Ogbogbo, killed on 20 June was a 
victim of a racist attack because a few miles 
away black youths were battling with police 
outside Peckham Rye Fair. Amal Dharry 
was a victim of a racist attack because of 
the running street battles in Coventry. That 
black people in Wandsworth or Thornton 
Heath or a thousand other places have daily 
to face slogans, harassment, abuse from 
hostile whites proclaiming they are un- 
wanted here, does not apparently explain 
the motives for the increasing numbers of 
murders. It can go further than that. When 
Famous Mgutshini was stabbed to death the 
police denied a racial motive by calling his 
assailant mentally unstable. The victim’s 
family were encouraged not to make a fuss 
but to remove their son’s body as quickly as 
possible to Zimbabwe for burial. Only one 
paper (a black one) apart from ourselves, 
reported on this murder. 

That the police are often the sole source 
for newspapers and therefore initially con- 
trol the coverage (or lack of it) is also wor- 
rying. A junior Observer reporter attending 
the meeting on 11 June in Wandsworth, 
forced to defend the paper’s omission of 
Azim’s murder, explained that they 
depended on police sources for information 
on murders. 

And the over-riding feeling one gets from 
an analysis of press reporting of murders of 
black people is that they simply are not 
newsworthy. The murder of Mohammad 
Arif is only mentioned obliquely in a 400 
word article by the Burnley Evening Star 
which concentrated on Asian community 
leaders’ appeals for calm. The killing of 
Sewa Singh Sunder in Windsor on 1 
January 1980 did not come to our attention 
until the local press reported on the court 
proceedings some nine months later. The 
killing of Malcolm Chambers in Swindon 
this year also did not figure in the national 
press. 





How many similar cases there have been 
is hard to assess, but it is clear that without 
community vigilance and protest we might 
well have not have heard of Gurdip Singh 
Chaggar, of Altab Ali and Michael Fereira, 
of Akhtar Ali Baig and Satnam Singh Gill. 
Over twenty-six black people have been 
murdered in the last five years and, lest we 
should forget them, become blunted and 
accepting, we reproduce below a list of 
those who have lost their lives just for being 
‘in the wrong place at the wrong time’. 


2 students, Woodford, May 1976 

Gurdip Singh Chaggar, Southall, June 
1976 

Emmanuel Allombah, Paddington, June 
1976 

Mrs Gautam, Leamington Spa, August 
1976 

Kenneth Singh, Plaistow, April 1978 
Altab Ali, Whitechapel, May 1978 
Ishaque Ali, Hackney, June 1978 
Benjamin Thomson, Harlesden, July 1978 
Michael Nathaniel, Harlesden, July 1978 
Vernon Brown, Birmingham, September 
1978 

Amber Ali, Enfield, September 1978 
Michael Fereira, Hackney, December 1978 
Abdul Aziz, Peterborough, January 1979 
Kayimarz Anklesaria, East London, 
August 1979 

Sawdagar Khan, Birmingham, August 
1979 

Mohammad Arif, Burnley, January 1980 
Sewa Singh Sunder, Windsor, January 
1980 

Famous Vuthela Mgutshini, London, 
March 1980 

Akhtar Ali Baig, East Ham, July 1980 
Louston Parry, Manchester, September 
1980 

Malcom Chambers, Swindon, April 1981 
Miam Azim, Wandsworth, May 1981 
Satnam Singh Gill, Coventry, May 1981 
Amal Dharry, Coventry, June 1981 
Fenton Ogbogbo, Peckham, June 1981 
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RACIST ATTACKS 
The number of racial attacks in Britain has 
doubled within a year according to a detailed 
survey prepared by Dr Zaka Khan, general 
secretary of the Union of Pakistani Organisa- 
tions of the UK and Europe, from information 
supplied weekly from the union’s 350 affiliated 
organisations. The report notes that there are 
now between 50 and 60 attacks a week, com- 
pared to 20-25 a year ago, ranging from 
numerous firebombings of Asian-owned 
buildings to sustained harassment where they liv- 
ed and worked. The report is to be presented to 
the Home Secretary in July. (Observer 14.6.81.) 


For the third time in three months, the windows 
of the Advice Centre in Batley have been smash- 
ed, causing £90 worth of damage. The first time 
the windows were broken, NF stickers were 
plastered on the front of the building. (Batley 
News & Reporter 11.6.81.) 
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Sixty white thugs attacked Bletchley Compass 
Club, popular with black youth, causing £350 
worth of damage. A leader of the racist 
November 9th Society claimed that 25 of his 
members had taken part. (Milton Keynes Gazette 
22.6.81.) 


On 18 January a gang of about 50 skinheads 
rampaged through Brick Lane, in East London, 
shouting ‘Sieg Heil’, ‘Hitler was a skinhead’ and 
smashing shop windows. They attacked black 
passers-by. The event was witnessed by an off- 
duty Asian policeman. Seven youths and a girl, 
aged 16 and 17 from East and South London are 
facing charges under the Public Order and Race 
Relations Acts at Old Street Magistrates Court. 
(Hackney Gazette and North London Advertiser 
2.6.81., Deptford & Peckham Mercury 4.6.81.) 


A group of Asian men, walking home in Ilford 
were attacked by a group of skinheads chanting 
National Front slogans, a court was told this 
week. One of the attackers was stopped later 
because the police toured the area with one of the 
Asian men. (//ford Recorder 28.5.81.) 


An Asian man was assaulted and verbally abused 
by two girls as he travelled on a bus to Brentford 
on 7 May. No one came to his aid. A week later, 
a young man from Sri Lanka was walking home 
after work when he was attacked from behind 
and kicked repeatedly in the face by a skinhead. 
He has been in this country for a month. (Mid- 
dlesex Chronicle 29.5.81, Brentford and 
Chiswick Times 22.5.81.) 


At a meeting on 3.6.81 at their Manchester 
regional office the CRE announced that the 
number of racial attacks has increased in the last 
18 months. Incidents include daubing slogans, 
damaging cars, homes, places of worship and 
burial grounds, intimidation and violent physical 
attacks. This trend reflects the national increase 
in racially motivated attacks. The CRE links this 
increase to that of unemployment. (Liverpool 
Echo 3.6.81.) 


A group calling itself the ‘British White Race 
Defence Commandos’ claimed responsibility for 
broken windows at the Bakehouse Action and 
Resource Centre in Milton Keynes. £300 worth 
of damage was done to the centre — which 
houses several voluntary and community groups, 
including Meals on Wheels Welfare Rights and 
pregnancy testing. The address has also been us- 
ed on MK CARF’s leaflets recently. The manage- 
ment issued a statement saying that they refused 
to be intimidated by a minority racist group and 
would continue to work for the benefit of the 
whole community. (Milton Keynes Gazette 
19.6.81.) 


Mr Abdul Harum was returning home from 
work, in Worcester, when he was approached by 
two drunken white men who insulted and bullied 
him. They later threw a piece of wood through 
Mr Harum’s window. When he chased them, 
they hit him with a fluorescent light tube. Senten- 
cing the 2 men to 3 months imprisonment, the 
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judge said that racist attacks would not be 
tolerated. (Evening News Worcester 14.5.81.) 


Two 14-year-old boys set fire to the front door of 
a house occupied by an Asian family in Dukin- 
field. One of the boys said he had done it to 
frighten ‘Pakis’. In court the defence claimed it 
was a ‘superficial, isolated incident’. (Man- 
chester Evening News 19.5.81.) 


More than 100 men became involved in a fight at 
the Flamingo Club, near Chippenham, Wilts 
after a black youth was subject to taunts. A 
police van was overturned. (Observer 
31.5.81/Exeter Express & Echo 30.5.81.) 


Windows of Asian homes are being smashed in 
lightning raids by youths in the Newport Rd. 
area of Aldershot. Individuals speak of a cam- 
paign of intense harassment. British Movement 
stickers have been found beside smashed car win- 
dows. The police claim to be mounting an intense 
presence, but have, so far, failed to catch the of- 
fenders. (Aldershot News 15.5.81.) 


Black community groups in Huddersfield have 
been holding joint meetings following a series of 
attacks in the Thornton Lodge and Lockwood 
areas of the town. Young Asians were attacked 
and damage was done to buildings, shop win- 
dows, doors and vehicles belonging to Asians. 
NF symbols had gone up on walls and lamp posts 
in the area. Though witnesses had seen gangs of 
white youths driving around and getting out of 
cars to do the damage, the police were criticised 
for their inactivity in following up reports. (Mor- 
ning Star 16.6.81.) 


Bexley Community Relations officer John 
Austin-Walker spoke of the growing number of 
racial attacks in the Crayford and Bexley areas, 
at the Council’s annual meeting. He said that 
they were aware of four cases in the last year 
when Asian houses, in mainly white areas, had 
been attacked and black people harassed outside 
their homes. He also reported that the police now 
recognised the racist motivation of these kind of 
attacks. (E/tham Times 18.6.81.) 


A family from Mauritius who live in Crayford 
are being terrorised by a teenage gang who throw 
stones at their windows and shout racist abuse. A 
police spokesman said the youths would have to 
be identified and caught in the act for any action 
to be taken. (Erith and Crayford Observer 
22.5.81.) 


Lambeth Council has produced a_ report 
documenting the high number of racist attacks 
on local housing estates, and suggesting ways of 
dealing with both the families under attack and 
those found guilty of harassing them. According 
to the report the most common forms of harass- 
ment are graffiti, telephone threats, rubbish 
dumped in people’s homes, bombs or burning 
objects put through letter boxes — as well as 
physical assault. The report suggests that council 
tenants found guilty of racist attacks should be 
moved to inferior housing, and that black 
families who suffer from constant attacks and 
harassment should be given priority in housing 
transfer lists. (Streatham News 12.6.81.) 


Stickers saying ‘White Power — National Front’ 
were left when three rocks were hurled through 
the front windows of the Putney Labour Party’s 
headquarters. The Party’s East Putney branch 
had just finished a meeting in the building. A 
spokesperson said that they were expecting 
something like that from fascist organisations 
because Peter Hain, Putney LP’s prospective 
Parliamentary candidate was attacked in a 
similar way, and because the NF had done very 
badly in the GLC elections in the area. (Rich- 
mond Herald 28.5.81.) 


Race relations workers at a meeting in [ford 
Lane rescued a businessman, Mr Abdul Khaliq 
Sethi from an attack on 20 May. Two girls from 
a nearby skinhead gang pounced on Mr Sethi, 
demanded money, screamed racist abuse and 
kicked him. (//ford Recorder 28.5.81.) 


A white woman, whose two sons invite black 
friends to the house, has been the target of racist 
attacks and harassment. ‘Wogs Out’ slogans 
have been scratched on her car and written on 
walls of the house, garage and a shed. Her 
children’s bicycles have also been damaged, with 
punctured tyres and broken brake cables. The 
woman called in police help after the fourth inci- 
dent, and said she thought children were respon- 
sible. (Milton Keynes Express 25.6.81.) 


Ealing Council had to move an Asian family into 
emergency housing after a gang of nearly 30 
skinheads gathered outside their house in Cedar 
Grove, South Ealing, shouting ‘Pakis go home’. 
During the six weeks they had been there the 
family, which includes three children under five, 
had had bricks thrown through the windows 
three times. Once the broken glass narrowly 
missed the three month old baby sleeping 
upstairs. Mohammed Naeem Butt arrived home 
one day to find a window shattered again, and 
the following day a group of six skinheads out- 
side the house. He contacted the council and told 
them that something was going to happen when 
the number of youths increased to nearly 30. The 
family have since moved back to Southall, 
although they intend to leave the area as possi- 
ble. (The Gazette 26.6.81.) 


ARSON ATTACKS 


Mr Chadrakant Patel says he is abandoning his 
shop in Somerstown after it was gutted in an ar- 
son attack for the second time in a year. He has 
received threatening phone calls. Police are con- 
sidering racism as a ‘possible motive’. (Camden 
and Pancras Chronicle 29.5.81.) 


An empty flat on the Idonia St Estate in Dept- 
ford which a young black woman was due to 
move into, was burned when petrol was poured 
through the letterbox. Racist slogans like ‘wogs 
out’ and swastikas were daubed on the outside 
walls. This attack was not reported to the police. 
Deptford Councillor Russell Profitt is urging the 
local council to take action against vandals and 
graffiti daubers. (South London Press 22.5.81.) 


The Shree Krishna Temple in Coventry was at- 
tacked with petrol bombs on 17.5.81. The Presi- 
dent of the temple said that frequent break-ins, 
fires and thefts had taken place. (Coventry Even- 
ing Telegraph 18.5.81.) 


THREE children under ten, Kharenon, 
Axa and Ininah, and their mother, 
Parveen Khan, were burned to death 
when arsonists set fire to their home at 
2am on 2 July. Their father, Yusif, 
jumped to safety from an upstairs win- 
dow, believing that his wife was follow- 
ing with their baby. He is being treated 
for severe burns to face, hands and legs 
at Whipps Cross Hospital. 

Police have confirmed that the fire 
was started when petrol was poured 
through the letter box on to the hall 
carpet. But they say they do not know 
the motive. But local Asian organisa- 
tions ar emaking parallels with the Dept- 
ford fire last January, and are in no 
doubt that it was a racist murder. 

As we go to press, plans are being 
made for a protest march and for further 
action. 
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Boycott 


The Scarman inquiry began on 15 June in 
Lambeth Town Hall. The Brixton Defence 
Campaign and other local groups called for 
a total boycott. In a four-page statement 
the groups argued that ‘Scarman himself 
could not deny that the inquiry will pre- 
judice the rights of fair trial to those who 
have yet to come before the courts’; that the 
immediate causes of what happened are 
well understood, in that ‘the breakdown of 
the relationship between the (Brixton) 
public and the police is an undoubted fact’ 
(quoting from a speech by Roy Hattersley). 
Their fear is that ‘Scarman will be seeking 
to give subtle legitimacy to the view that the 
Brixton Uprising was simply a confronta- 
tion between, on the one hand, fundamen- 
tally blameless forces of law and order, and 
on the other, mainly black criminals’. ‘The 
Brixton Defence Campaign is satisfied that 
Lord Scarman is disposed to be used by the 
State to provide justification for 
dramatically increasing repressiveness in 
policing methods which are already racist, 
lawless and brutal as well as substantially 
uncontrolled.’ The State, they say, has been 
presented with mountains of evidence of 
police malpractice in relation to blacks over 
the years, so the Scarman inquiry is un- 
necessary to the community and probably 
dangerous. 


Scarman’s response 


Scarman himself made massive attempts 
to head off the boycott before the inquiry 
began. Guaranteed immunity from pro- 
secution was offered to all witnesses, secret 
hearings if necessary, and the acceptance of 
hearsay evidence. His team of officials 
distributed nearly 30,000 leaflets, placed 
full-page ads in the local and _ black 


newspapers, and ‘discreetly visited local 


LEFT WING BOOKSHOP ATTACKED 


black leaders urging them to co-operate 
with the investigation’ (Sunday Times 
17.5.81). Since the inquiry started he has 
done everything possible to make the at- 
mosphere welcoming and _ attractive, 
although he seems to have failed to attract 
any of the youths actually involved in the 
rioting, leading to what spectators have 
called a ‘Hamlet without the prince’. 


Police reaction 


Meanwhile police have acknowledged the 
problem that too many young police of- 
ficers are based in Brixton, and are taking 
steps to remedy this, calling for ‘mature and 
well-intentioned’ (McNee) volunteers to 
move to central Brixton (Sunday Times 
7.6.81). In the same report a senior officer 
claimed that ‘the response has been surpris- 
ingly good’. The next day however, the 
chief officer for the Brixton area, Chief 
Supt. Bob March, told the New Standard: 
‘The Deputy Assistant Commissioner for 
the area asked everybody how they would 
feel about coming to Brixton. He drew a 
complete blank. The older men simply 
didn’t want to know.’ He went on to say 
that since the ‘riot’ street crime had risen 
dramatically and more operations like 
‘Swamp 81’ were needed. But he admitted 
that saturation policing had its limitations: 
‘It is tremendous during the short period 
these operations are in force. But the 
minute they stop the crime rate soars 
again.’ 


Political recommendations 


Right-wing Tory MP, Eldon Griffiths, 
told the Police Federation conference that 
the time had come for more specialist units 
to be trained and for more co-operation 
between the police and the military. 
(Western Mail 25.5.81) Sir Ronald Bell MP 


suggested a more direct approach. The 
Scarman inquiry would ‘tell us nothing we 
do not already know. . . We must stop fur- 
ther New Commonwealth immigration and 
address our minds to assisting those who 
are willing to return to the countries of their 
ethnic origin to do so’, he told the Com- 
mons. (Slough, Eton and Windsor 
Observer 16.4.81). John Carlisle, MP for 
Luton West, called for the deportation of 
the ‘ringleaders’ of the riot. They were 
‘scum’. (Dunstable Gazette 16.4.81) Their 
leader followed this line in a TV interview; 
“We simply can’t go on taking in more peo- 
ple. We can’t. It’s a matter of com- 
monsense.’ (Daily Star 4.5.81). 

In Brixton itself, reports of street crime 
rising dramatically brought the following 
comment from a Brixton policeman: ‘The 
best I can say is to repeat the statement 
Churchill once made — ‘‘We will never sur- 
render’’’’ (Daily Mail 8.6.81). The only 
reported major clash was on 27 May near 
Railton Road, when two police officers 
stopped a black youth on suspicion of 
possessing drugs. A fight broke out and 50 
black youths surrounded the officers. 
Reserves in coaches and vans arrived and 
had bottles thrown at them, but the police 
withdrew as they had orders to ‘cool it’. 


The Riot Act 


McNee’s favoured solution is to re- 
introduce the Riot Act of 1714. Under the 
Act, unused since 1919 and repealed in 
1967, if 12 or more people gathered a pro- 
clamation was read out by a magistrate, and 
if they refused to move after an hour, all 
present would be guilty of an offence. 
There is still an offence of riot at common 
law but this charge has not been used in 
Brixton, after the Director of Public Pro- 
secutions used it unsuccessfully at Bristol 
last year. 


— NF TARGET DESTROYED BY ARSON 





ON Saturday 20 June at 10.30 in the morn- 
ing three white youths walked into The 
Other Bookshop in Upper Street in Isl- 
ington and pretended to be interested in 
buying badges. Then without any warning 
one of them hit Sheila Malone, the only 
worker in the shop, on the back of her head 
with a leather cosh or an iron bar. The 
youths ran off leaving a message from the 
SS Deathshead NSDAP. They also left 
behind a cassette on which a voice declared 
that all socialists and left-wingers were now 
‘fair game’ for similar violent attack. 


Sheila Malone suffered a depressed frac- 
ture of the skull but is expected to recover 
fully after an operation. Police have inter- 
viewed four witnesses who were able to 
describe the youths — two had skinhead 
haircuts, at least one a camouflage jacket. 

Just over one week later a community 
group building, also in Islington, was 
broken into and burnt out in the early hours 
of Monday 29 June. The building, which 
houses Islington Community Press, Isl- 
ington Peoplel’s Rights and four other 
organisations, appeared on a ‘blackspot’ 


list of left-wing targets in a local NF 
newsletter which was being distributed at 
the end of last year. Martin Webser, the na- 
tional activities organiser of the Front, told 
the press he had no opinion on the fire, but 
confirmed that the newsletter had belonged 
to the local group. 

The Other Bookshop has launched a 
financial appeal for £500 to purchase more 
security equipment and to help finance a 
convalescent holiday for Sheila. The ad- 
dress to send donations is: The Other 
Bookshop, 328 Upper Street, London N1. 
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IMMIGRATION 


The Home Office has been accused of a cover-up 
after an Indian woman, living in Basildon, was 
questioned for 4 hours at Heathrow airport in 
August 1980. Home Office employees told her 
relatives that she was not being held at the time. 
The case is being investigated by the CRE and the 
local MP. (Evening Echo 27.5.81.) 


Schools may become involved in establishing 
children’s rights to British nationality as a result 
of the new legislation. The Home Office has said 
that school records will be a main source for 
establishing rights of those not born British 


citizens. In addition, applications fora collective’ 


passport on school trips could lead to investiga- 
tions into the status of black school children. 
(Times Higher Education Supplement 22.5.81.) 


ANTI-RACIST CONFERENCE 
On Saturday 27 June about 200 people attended 


a conference called by Hounslow Anfi-Racialism 


Committee (HARC) to discuss means of com- 


bating the growth of racism in the area. The con-’ 


ference was initiated by the local Trades Council 
and members of the National Union of Teachers, 
following increasing racism in schools which had 
recently culminated in an entire school walking 
out after a teacher had been subjected to racist 
abuse. Teachers, trades unionists, represen- 
tatives of Asian and local community groups 
took part. Black organisations reported that 
police were failing to respond to racist attacks. In 
fact, a group of fascist kids were present some of 
the time, but were not given an opportunity to 
disrupt the meeting. It was decided to form a 
youth section of the HARC, and organise events 
for young people. ; 


HOME OFFICE SURVEY ON 
ATTACKS 


Lord Belstead (Under Secretary of State, Home 
Office) announced that the survey of racial at- 
tacks which is being conducted in 13 police areas 
in England and Wales would be completed by 
mid-July. Officials were visiting the areas to 
discuss with the police, local authorities and 
members of the ethnic minority communities. 
(Times 10.6.81.) 





EDUCATION 


The Rampton Committee, investigating the 
education of children from ‘ethnic minorities’ 
has published interim findings. Its major 
‘discovery’ is that West Indian pupils do much 
worse than the national average at O and A level. 
The chairman, Mr A. Rampton was asked to 
resign by the Education Secretary, Mark Carlisle 
and was replaced by Lord Swann. Some 
members of the committee have also resigned in 
protest at the treatment of the chairman and the 
manner in which the report was written. (Times 
Educational Supplement 22.5.81., 29.5.81.) 


POLICE/RACE RELATIONS 


A Community Alliance for Police Accountability 
has been formed following a police raid in East 
London on 8 May. The police arrived at a party 
to celebrate a multi-racial exhibition of under- 
fives’, in response to an anonymous phone call. 
A GLC worker was arrested for assaulting a 
police officer and obstruction, and a young per- 
son was held, but later released. The new com- 
mittee is supported by local teachers, nurses, 
Tower Hamlets Councils for Citizens and Racial 
Justice, Churches, the Trades Council and the 
local MP, Ian Mikado. (Morning Star 2.6.81.) 


When an NF member tried to enter an Asian cafe 
in Batley, he met with violent resistance from 
people he had repeatedly harassed. An Asian 
man was ordered to do 150 days community ser- 
vice. (Morley News and Observer 28.5.81.) 


Havering Council have refused permission for 
the Committee of Racial Equality to take part in 
a Civics Conference. (Romford & Hornchurch 
Recorder 29.5.81.) 


A probation Officer was ordered to remove her 
Anti-Nazi League badge in Coventry Magistrates 
Court. A complaint had been made to the court 
by Michael Cole and Robert Relf. The clerk to 
the magistrates said that people with ‘court 
authority’ should appear to be neutral in political 
and religious terms. (Coventry Evening 
Telegraph 29.5.81.) 


The newly formed Scottish Asian Action Com- 
mittee, supported by trade unions, churches, 
community coucnils and MPs are demanding the 
removal of Sheriff Middleton of Glasgow 
following his alleged comments in court that it 
was customary for Asian girls to have sex before 
marriage. He described the actions of a 27-year- 
old Glasgow man who had sexual intercourse 
with a 12-year-old Asian girl as being little more 
than an indiscretion. (Glasgow Herald 1.6.81.) 


EMPLOYMENT 


A report by the Lancashire Industrial Language 
Training Unit, due for publication later this year, 
is expected to show in detail how badly black 
workers are being hit by unemployment. Asian 
workers are particularly affected by closures in 
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the textiles industry. Very few black workers who 
have been made redundant have found another 
job. (Lancashire Evening Post 20.5.81.) 


On 16 June the TUC launched its Charter for 
Black Workers calling for equality of opportuni- 
ty for black workers in Britain in employment 
and trade unions. TUC Equal Rights Committee 
Chairman, Ken Gill introduced the Charter, say- 
ing that the Peoples March for Jobs had 
underlined the desperate unemployment situa- 
tion, particularly for black workers. The Charter 
sets out principles for the organisation of black 
workers, emphasising the need to remove bar- 
riers to black workers taking part in decision- 
making and taking union office. Union national 
executives should declare their commitment to 
this end. The Charter calls for a review of rules 
and policies to prevent fascists and racists using 
unions. (Morning Star 17.6.81.) 


LEWISHAM 


Police had to take refuge in a store in the River- 
dale shopping centre, Lewisham, South London, 
when ‘‘a gang of black youngsters fought to free 
a coloured girl who had been arrested’’. Police 
arrested nine youths and took them all into Lit- 
tlewoods store, ‘‘pulled down the shutters and 
smuggled their prisoners out of a _ back 
entrance’’. (Daily Express 3.6.81.) 


PECKHAM 


Trouble broke out at Peckham Rye fair late on 
20 June and gangs of black youths ‘‘of between 
600 and 1,000’ looted shops in South London. 
Damage to shops in Peckham was assessed at 
thousands of pounds. Twenty-eight people were 
taken into police stations for questioning. (Guar- 
dian 22.6.81.) 


HEALTH SERVICE 


The Department of Health is offering free 
medical treatment to Ms Haregu Girmai, an 
Ethiopian refugee, after she complained to the 
CRE about having to show her passport at St. 
Stephens Hospital, Fulham. An administrator 
there defended the practice of checking patients 
passports and said that Ms Girmai was only be- 
ing given free treatment at the discretion of the 
hospital administration. (Guardian 30.5.81.) 


The General Medical Councils’ plans to improve 
training of overseas doctors have been criticised 
by the Hospital Junior Staff committee and 
Overseas Doctors’ Association as _ possibly 
leading to chaos. The GMC’s proposals would 
mean that overseas doctors would only be able to 
work in specific jobs approved for training. New 
applications would be affected, but also existing 
appointments could be reviewed. Although the 
proposals could be used to improve training and 
status of overseas doctors, it is feared that they 
would be used against them by increasing com- 
petition. (Times 30.5.81.) 


Print Resource Centre in South 
London 


Worker needed for full-time post. 





Anti-racist, anti-sexist, non-commercial 
policy. 
Salary: Local Government scale AP3 
Application form ring OI 735 6123 
Closing date: Friday 14 August 





